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Islam: Empire of Faith
(Part 1)

Directions: Answer the following questions from the video in full and complete sentences.

1.
How would Western culture come to be intertwined with Islamic civilization?

2.
Who began Islam? Where was he born?

3.
Describe the ancient religion of the tribes near Mecca. What was the importance of the Ka’ba to the warring tribes of Arabia?

4.
What was everyday life like in Mecca?

5.
What was the experience that Mohammed had in a cave above Mecca?

6.
What was the main message that Mohammed preached to his people after his transformation?

7.
What were the main social and economic implications of the existence of only one God?

8.
What does the word, Muslim, mean? What is the Quran?

9.
Why did some want to kill Mohammed? What is the hijra and its significance?

10.
What is the importance of Medina to Islam? Why did Muslims pray toward the Ka’ba in Mecca?

11.
Why did many defect to Mohammed’s army?

12.
How did Mohammed treat the vanquished tribes of Mecca? What did he do with the Ka’ba?

13.
To what areas of the world did Islam spread? What was the main reason that Islam was able to take hold in these areas?

14.
Why did many non-Muslims prefer the Muslim rule over previous rulers?
15.
How did the Muslims improve their conquered lands?

16.
What was Islam’s greatest work? Where is it located? What is its significance?

17.
What was the crisis that was precipitated by the death of Mohammed in 632?

18.
How did the followers of Islam accomplish the conquest of three continents?
19.
What is the haj? What does it symbolize? How did it help the spread of technology and ideas in the Muslim world?

20.
How was learning and science promoted in the Islamic world? Which process was born in Baghdad? What advances did Islamic sciences make?

21.
What invention was used to transmit learning to different parts of the empire?

22.
Which European city reveled in the sophistication of Muslim culture? How did it influence the rest of Europe?

23.
What did the caliph of Jerusalem do in 1090? What was the significance of this action? What did Christians do in response?

24.
Above all else, what united the Muslim empire? What great invention helped business to flourish in the empire? What was the economic backbone of Muslim business?

25.
Who was Saladin? What effects did the returning Crusaders have on Europe?

