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Literature, Philosophy, and Architecture 

In the field of literature, the Romans were inspired by the Greeks. Many Romans poke Greek and imitated Greek styles in prose and poetry. Still, the greatest Roman writers ______________________________
___________________________________________. 

In his epic poem, ____________________, Virgil tried to show that Rome’s past was as heroic as that of Greece. Virgil wrote the Aeneid soon after Augustus came to power. He hoped it would arouse patriotism and help unite Rome after years of civil war. 

Romans also borrowed much of their philosophy from the Greeks. The Hellenistic philosophy of ____________________________impressed Roman thinkers like that of emperor Marcus Aurelius. Stoics stressed the ________________________________________________________________________________. They also showed concern for the well-being of all people, an idea that would be reflected in Christian teachings. 

While the Greeks aimed for simple elegance in architecture, the Romans emphasized grandeur. Immense palaces, temples, and stadiums stood as mighty monuments to Roman power and dignity. _______________________________________________________, they developed to the rounded dome to roof large spaces. The most famous domed structure is the ___________________________, a temple to all the Roman gods, which still stands in Rome. 

Technology and Science 

The Romans excelled in _____________________________, which is the application of science and mathematics to develop useful structures and machines. Roman engineers built ________________________
_____________________________________ throughout the empire. Roman roads were so solidly built that many of them were still used long after the fall of the empire. 

Roman engineers also built many immense ___________________, or bridge-like stone structures that ___________________________________________________________________________. The wealthy had water piped in, and almost every city boasted public baths. 

Roman Law 

“Let justice be done,” proclaimed a Roman saying, “though the heavens fall!” Probably the greatest legacy of Rome was its commitment to the rule of law and to justice. During the Roman empire, the rule of law fostered unity and stability. Many centuries later, the principles of Roman law would become the basis for legal systems in ____________________________________________________________.  

Many of the basic Roman principles are familiar to Americans today. An accused person was _________
________________________________________________________________. The accused was allowed to face the accuser and offer a defense against the charge. Guilt had to be established “clearer than daylight” through evidence. Judges were allowed to interpret the laws and were expected to make fair decisions. 





The Birth of Christianity 

Christianity rose during the rule of the Roman Empire. It’s founder was _________________________________
___________________________________________. Jesus was born about 4 B.C. in Bethlehem, near Jerusalem. According to the Gospels, he was a descendant of King David of Israel. 

Growing up in the small town of Nazareth, Jesus worshiped God and followed Jewish law. As a young man, he may have worked _______________________________________, the occupation of his mother Mary’s husband Joseph. At the age of 30, the Gospels relate, he began preaching to villagers and recruited twelve close followers, known as ________________________. Chief among the apostles was ________________.  

Large crowds gathered to hear Jesus’ teachings, especially when word spread that he had performed ________________________________________. After three years, he and his disciples, or loyal followers, went to Jerusalem to spread his message there. 

Jesus’ teachings were firmly rooted in Jewish tradition. Jesus believed in one God and accepted the Ten Commandments. He preached obedience to the laws of Moses and defended the teachings of the Jewish prophets. According to his followers, Jesus called himself _____________________. Jesus proclaimed that his mission was to bring spiritual salvation and eternal life to anyone who would believe in him. 

Jesus emphasized God’s love and taught the need for justice, morality, and service to others. According to Jesus, a person’s major responsibilities were to “love the Lord you God with all your heart” and to “love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus emphasized _________________________________________
_________________________________________.  

Some Jews welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem. Others, however, ________________________________________________
__________________________. Jewish priests, in particular felt that he was challenging their leadership. To the authorities, Jesus was a revolutionary who might lead the Jews in a rebellion against Roman rule. 

Death on the Cross 

Jesus was ________________________________________________________, according to the Gospels. After the Romans arrested him, he was tried and condemned to be crucified. In __________________________________, a Roman method of execution, a person was nailed to or hung on a cross and left to die. 

After his death, Jesus’ disciples were thrown into confusion. But then rumors spread through Jerusalem that Jesus was not dead at all. His disciples, the Gospels say, saw and spoke with Jesus, who ____________________________________________________. They say Jesus commanded them to spread his teachings, and that he then ascended into heaven. 

Following Jesus’ death, the apostles and other disciples spread Jesus’ message and helped establish Christian communities. _____________________________________________________________ who had never actually seen Jesus. 

Paul’s missionary work set Christianity on the road to becoming a world religion. A tireless traveler, Paul journeyed around the Mediterranean and _________________________________ from Mesopotamia to Rome.  On his journey’s, Paul emphasized the idea that Jesus had sacrificed his life out of love for humankind. Paul promised that those who believed Jesus was the son of God and followed his teachings would _____________________________________________________________.  

