Section V: Rome 
Day 3: Augustus and Pax Romana 

S.W.B.A.T:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Augustus:______________________________________________________________________________________________
Census:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pax Romana:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Colosseum:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Civil War

After the death of Julius Caesar, Rome erupted into full scale civil war. Part of the population supported the ____________________________________ who had assassinated Caesar, while others supported Caesar’s Grand Nephew ________________________________________________________________. 

Octavian ________________________________________________________________________ and enemies of the state. This divided the empire and full scale civil war broke out between those who supported Cesar and those who still remained loyal to the Senate. 

Octavian and Antony defeated the armies of the Roman Senate, but soon ______________________
_______________________________________. Antony allied himself with Queen Cleopatra of Egypt (whom he was also having an affair with). The two former allies and their legions now squared off against one another for control of Rome. 

Octavian’s forces eventually crushed Antony at _________________________________. Mark Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide before Octavian’s eventual victory. With Antony now dead, Octavian was the sole ruler of Rome. 

Roman Empire and Roman Peace

The senate gave the triumphant Octavian the title of _____________________________________________, and declared him ____________________________________________. Although he was careful not to call himself king, a title that the Romans had hated, Augustus exercised absolute power and named his successor just as a king would do. 

Under Augustus, who ruled from 31 B.C. to A.D. 14, ______________________________________________
____________________________. Romans did not know it at the time, but a new age had dawned—the age of the Roman empire. 

Augustus was able to lay the foundation for a stable government. Although he left the senate in place, Augustus created an efficient, well-trained civil service to enforce the laws. High-level jobs were open to men of talent, __________________________________________. This was not the case before as only the land-owning wealthy could serve in positions of power. 

Augustus undertook economic reforms too. To make the tax system more fair, he ordered a _______________________________________________, to be taken in the empire. He set up a postal service and issued new coins to make trade easier. He put the jobless to work building roads and temples and sent others to farm the land. 

The government that Augustus organized functioned well for 200 years. Still, a serious problem kept arising: ______________________________________________________________? 

Romans did not accept the idea of power passing automatically ______________________________. As a result, the death of an emperor often led to intrigue and violence. 

Bad Emperors and Good Emperors

Not all of Augustus’ successors were great rulers. Indeed, some were weak and incompetent. Two early emperors, _______________________________, were downright evil and perhaps insane. Caligula for example, appointed his favorite horse as consul. Nero viciously persecuted Christians and was even blamed for setting a _______________ that destroyed much of Rome. 

Between A.D. 96 and A.D. 180, the empire benefited from the rule of a series of “good emperors.” The emperor ______________________, who read philosophy while on military campaigns, was close to Plato’s ideal of a philosopher-king. 

The 200-year span that began with Augustus and ended with Marcus Aurelius is known as the period of ___________________________________________. During that time, Roman rule brought peace, order, unity, and prosperity to lands stretching from the Euphrates River in the east to Britain in the west, an area approximately ______________________________________________________
________________________________________. 

During the Pax Romana, Roman legions maintained and protected the roads, and Roman fleets chased pirates from the seas. _____________________________ to and from distant lands in Africa and Asia. Egyptian farmers in the Nile Valley supplied Romans with grain. 

Bread and Circuses 

Throughout the empire, rich and poor alike loved spectacular entertainments. At the _______
______________________________________, chariots thundered around an oval course, making dangerously tight turns at either end. 

_____________________________________________________________________. Many gladiators were slaves who had been trained to fight. In the arena, they battled one another either in single combat or in groups. Crowds cheered a skilled gladiator, and a good fighter might even win his freedom. But if a gladiator made a poor showing, the crowd turned ___________________________, a signal that he should be killed. 

Romans marveled at the show put on at the ______________________________________________________. Spectators watched the slaughter of exotic animals, gladiators battling to the death, and mock naval battles (when they filled the arena with water)

The Colosseum was an architectural marvel. It’s floor was about the size of a modern football field. As many as ______________________ could crowd onto the Collosseum’s marble and wooden benches. There, they were protected from the hot roman sun by a giant canvas roof. 
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