Section V: Rome 
Day 2: Caesar and the Empire 

S.W.B.A.T:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Punic Wars:____________________________________________________________________________________________
Caesar:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pompey:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Julian Calendar:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Wars with Carthage

Rome’s conquest of the Italian peninsula brought it into contact with __________________________
_____________________________________________. Settled by North Africans and Phoenician traders, Carthage ruled over an empire that stretched across North Africa and the western Mediterranean. As Rome expanded westward, conflict between these two powers became inevitable. 

Between 264 B.C. and 146 B.C., Rome fought three wars against Carthage. They are called the _______________________, from Punicus, the Latin word for Phoenician. In the first Punic War, Rome defeated Carthage and ______________________________________________________________.  

The Carthaginians sought revenge in the second Punic War. In 218 B.C. the Carthaginian _______________________________________________________________________. For 15 years, Hannibal and his army moved across Italy, winning battle after battle. 

The Carthaginians, however, failed to capture Rome itself. In the ended, the Romans outflanked Hannibal by sending an army to attack Carthage. Hannibal returned to defend his homeland, where ________________________________________________________________. Carthage gave up all its lands except those in Africa. 

Nevertheless, many Romans still saw Carthage as a rival and wanted revenge for the terrible destruction that Hannibal’s army had brought to Italy. 

Finally, in the Third Punic War, __________________________________________________________________. Survivors were killed or sold into slavery. The Romans poured salt over the earth so that nothing would grow there again. The Romans were now masters of the western Mediterranean. 

Other Conquests

The Romans were committed to a policy of ________________________, or establishing control over foreign lands and peoples. While Rome fought Carthage in the west, it was also expanding into the ______________________________________.  

Rome conquered Greece and made them _____________________, that is, ___________________________
___________________________. Other regions, like Egypt, allied with Rome. 


Decline of the Republic

Unable to resolve its internal problems peacefully, Rome was plunged into a _________________
_____________________. At issue was who should hold power—the senate, which wanted to govern as it had in the past, r popular political leaders, who wanted to weaken the senate and enact reforms. 

The turmoil sparked slave uprisings such as the one led by ________________________in 73 B.C. Meanwhile, the old legions of Roman citizen-soldiers became professional armies whose first loyalty was ________________________________. Rival generals marched their armies into Rome to advance their ambitions. 

Out of this chaos emerged ____________________________, an ambitious military commander. For a time, Caesar dominated Roman politics with _______________________, another brilliant general. Then, in 59 B.C., Caesar set out with his army to make conquests. After nine years of fighting, he completed the conquest of _____________________________________________________________.  

Fearful of Caesar’s rising fame, Pompey persuaded the senate to order Caesar to disband his army and return to Rome. __________________________________. Swiftly and secretly, he led his army across the Rubicon River into northern Italy and then headed toward Rome. Once again, Civil war erupted across the Roman world. 

Caesar, with the help of his general ______________________, crushed Pompey and his supporters. He then swept around the Mediterranean, suppressing rebellions. ___________________________-- I came, I saw, I conquered”—he announced after one victory. 

Later, returning to Rome, he forced the senate to make him dictator. Although he kept the senate and other features of the republic, he was in fact the _____________________________________.  

Reforms and Assassination

Between 48 B.C. and 44 B.C., Caesar pushed through a number of reforms intended to deal with Rome’s many problems. He launched a program of public works to employ the jobless and ________________________________________________________. He also reorganized the government of the provinces and granted Roman citizenship to more people. 

Caesar’s most lasting reform was the introduction of a new calendar based on Egyptian knowledge. The _________________________________, as it was later called, was used in western Europe for over 1,600 years. With minor changes, it is ___________________________________________.  

Caesar’s enemies worried that he planned to make himself king of Rome. In order to save the republic, they plotted against him. In March 44 B.C., as Caesar arrived in the senate, his enemies ____________________________________________________________________________________________.  

The death of Julius Caesar plunged Rome into a new round of civil wars. Mark Antony, Caesar's chief general, and __________________________________________________, joined forces to hunt down the murderers. The two men soon quarreled however, setting off a bitter struggle for power. 
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