Section V: Rome 
Day 1: Geography and Government 

S.W.B.A.T:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Senate:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consuls:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dictator:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Veto:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Geography and Government

Rome began as a small city-state in Italy but ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________. The story of the Romans and how they built a world empire starts with the land where they lived. 

The Italian peninsula ______________________________, jutting into the Mediterranean Sea. The peninsula is centrally located in the Mediterranean, and the city of Rome is in the ___________
______________________________. That location helped the Romans as they expanded, first in Italy, and then into lands around the Mediterranean

Because of its geography, __________________________________________________________________________. Unlike Greece, Italy is not broken up into small, isolated valleys. The Romans created a Republic after 509 B.C. This type of government has officials that are chosen by the people. 

In the early republic, the most powerful governing body was _________________. Its 300 members were all patricians, members of the landholding upper class. Senators, who served for life, __________________________________.  

Each year, the senators elected from the patrician class ____________________________. Their job was to supervise the business of government and command the armies. Consuls, however, ___________________________________________. They were also expected to consult with the senate. 

In the event of war, the senate might choose a ____________________________________________________
_______________________________________ over a government. Each Roman dictator was granted power to rule for six months. Then, he had to give up power. 

At first, all government officials were patricians. __________________________________________________
________________________________________________ who made up the bulk of the population, had little influence. The efforts of the plebeians to gain power shaped politics in the early republic. 

In time, the Plebeians gained the right to elect their own officials, called ______________________, to protect their interests. The tribunes could __________, or block, those laws that they felt were harmful to the plebeians. Little by little, plebeians forced the senate to choose plebeians as consuls, appoint plebeians to other high offices, and finally to open the senate itself to plebeians. 

Although the senate still dominated the government, the common people had gained access to power and won safeguards for their rights without having to resort to war or revolution. More than 2,000 years later, ________________________________________________________________________ would adapt such Roman ideas as the senate, the veto, and checks on political power. 

Roman Society

The family was the basic unit of Roman society. Under Roman law, ____________________________
________________________________________, usually the father, and absolute power in the family. 

He enforced strict discipline and demanded total respect for his authority. His wife was ____________________________________________________ and was not allowed to administer her own affairs. The ideal Roman woman was loving, dutiful, dignified, and strong. 

Roman _________________________________________ in society than did Greek women. In later Roman times, women from all classes ran a variety of businesses, from small shops to major shipyards. 

________________________________________________________________. Even lower-class Romans were taught to write, as can be seen from the jokes and other graffiti that archaeologists found scrawled on walls around the city. 

Roman gods and goddesses resembled those of the Etruscans and Greeks. Like the Greek god Zeus, the Roman god _________________ruled over the sky and the other gods. _____________, his wife, like the Greek goddess Hera, protected marriage. 

Romans also prayed to _____________________, god of the sea, whose powers were the same as those of the Greek god Poseidon. On the battlefield, they turned to __________, the god of war. 

As Rome’s political and social systems evolved at home, ________________________________________
_______________________________. Roman armies conquered first the Etruscans and then the Greek city-states in the south. By about 270 B.C., Rome controlled most of the Italian peninsula. 

Rome’s success was due to skillful diplomacy and to its loyal, well-trained army. The basic military unit was the _____________________________________________. As in Greece, Roman armies consisted of citizen-soldiers who fought without pay and supplied their own weapons. 

To ensure success, Roman commanders __________________________________________________________. Young soldiers who showed courage in action won praise and gifts. If a unit fled from battle, however, 1 out of every 10 men from the disgraced unit was put to death. 

Rome generally treated its defeated enemies with justice. Conquered peoples ________________
_____________________________________________________, pay taxes, and supply soldiers for the Roman army. In return, Rome let them keep their own customs, money, and local government. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To protect its conquests, Rome posted soldiers throughout the land. It also built a network of all-weather ________________________________________________________________________________________. As trade and travel increased, local peoples incorporated Latin into their languages and adopted many Roman customs and beliefs. 



