Proposing a 28th Amendment to the United States Constitution

Background: The U.S. Constitution has 27 Amendments. The first 10, the Bill of Rights, were ratified in
1791, and the Constitution has been amended 17 additional times over the past 230 years. The most recent
amendment (#27) was added in 1992 and dealt with Congressional pay raises.

Directions: You have been appointed to a committee to create a new amendment. Review the amendments on
the back of this paper and think about why they were enacted throughout our history. Now, think about current
events and society around you. What would be a good amendment to add that could make a process simpler,
bring more equality to the people, or just simply help the common good? Prepare a presentation to propose
your amendment to the class. There will be a class vote and prize for the approved amendment.

Below are a few ideas that have actually been suggested. This should help you get you started.

*Immigration *Gun Control

*Term Limits for Congress *Minimum Wage

*Right to Life *College Tuition Assistance
*Equal Rights *Healthcare

*Electoral College Reform *Voting Rights/Qualifications

*Environmental Isiues

. What is:a current problem the U.S. faces that could be solved through the addition of a U.S. Amendment to
the Constitution?
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2. Who would this benefit? What are some pros and cons? Can you think of any negative impacts or
conseqtiences this may cause?
174
3. Why should your peers vote for this amendment. Remember, an amendment is a HUGE deal (It has only

happened 27 times) SO you need to sell us on this!
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