PEeTER THE GREAT REFORMS RUSSIA

=

Peter the Great ruled Russia as tsar from 1682 until 1725. A huge man, Peter pushed his
government into many new directions. He brutally repressed protest, executing certain
army mutineers personally. He moved vigorously in war, winning new territory in the

Baffic reglonl:wﬁere Re located a new westward:looking capital he modestly called

5 T :

~ St, Petersburg. With its military success, Russia was on its way to becoming a major Euro-
~ pean power; itwas already a growing empire in Central Asia.

Peter was also eager 0 9&@5@ Russia’s administration and economy, which he saw
as essential for military purposes and to establish Russian prestige and position in the
wider European arena. His measures were both symbolic and real: He enforced Western-
style dress on his boyars (the nobles) and required them to cut off their Mongol-style
beards. He developed a major iron industry to serve as a basis for armaments production
and to aVoimmEﬁe’nm West in this crucial sector. '

The following selections show a number of Peter’s initiatives to reform
bring it in line with Western patterns. In these reforms Peter sets up an administrati
council to improve the direction of the state pureaucracy and expand its functions. He
‘works to improve education, particularly of the nobility, and to facilitate manufacturing
a5 well. These reforms, h sum, give a goo picture of the directions in which the tsar wat
pushing his vast empire. ,

Peter’s reforms also suggest important inks with authoritarian political trends in R
sia, including 2 willingness to regiment ordinary workers and peasants. While other EU
pean rulers at this time, such as Louis XIV in France, were claiming new powers in th
name of military goals, Peter seemed unusually free to order his nobility about and €0
mand their service. e was not interested in aspects of Western politics such as parliam

that stressed restraints oD the monarch. Not surprisingly, then, Peter’s vision of a West
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ized Russia proved highly selective, as he found certain aspects of the Russian tradition
eminently useful. Peter’s reforms must be interpreted in terms of how much they changed,
but also in terms of their confirmation of distinctive features of the Russian state and society.
. Peter the Great clearly illustrates a reform process from the top down. How do you

- think Russians at various levels would have reacted? From what you can judge by these
-documents, was Peter moving Russia in a useful direction?

_PETER THE GREAT
REES ON THE DUTIES OF THE SENATE

~This ukaz [decree] should .be made known. We have decreed that during our
absence administration of the country is to be [in the hands of] the Governing
Senate [Peter then names its new members].

= Wﬁ. elecfom, Sk !

Each gubernia [region] is to send two officials to advise the Senate on judicial

and legislative matters. . . . »
In our absence the Senate is charged by this ukaz with the following:

1. To establish a just court, to deprive unjust judges of their offices and of all
their property, and to administer the same treatment to all slanderers. - A/¢ Mes
To supervise governmental expenditures throughout the country and <
cancel unnecessary and, above all, useless things.

To collect as much money as possible because money is the artery of war.
To recruit young no € ; ining, especially those who tr
to evade it; also to select about 1000 educated boygrsTor thé same purpose.
To reform letters of exchange and keep these in one place.

To take inventory of goods leased to ofﬁc¢§,mm.

To farm out the salt trade in an effort(fg;gceive some profit [for the state].
To organize a good company and assign to it the China trade.

To i?lg_;;gg_@_e trade with Persia and by all possible means to attract in great
numbers Armenians [to that.trade]. To organize inspectors and inform
them of their responsibilities. '

. DECREES ON COMPULSORY EDUCATION OF THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY
(JANUARY 12 AND FEBRUARY 28, 1714)

Send to every gubernia [region] some persons from mathematical schools to teach
the children of the nobility—except those of frecholders and government clerks—
mathematics and geometry; as a penalty [for evasion] establish a rule that no one
will be allowed to marry unless he learns these [subjects]. Inform all prelates to
issu€ no marriage certificates to those who are ordered to go to schools. . . .

" The Great Sovereign has decreed: in all gubernias children between the ages
of ten and fifteen of the nobility, of government clerks, and of lesser officials,
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except those of freeholders, must be taught mathematics and some geometry,
Toward that end, students should be sent from mathematical schools [as teachers],
several into each gubernia, to prelates and to renowned monasteries to establish
schools. During their instruction these teachers should be given food and financial

=
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released they ought to pay one ruble each for their training. Without these certif-
cates they should not be allowed to marry nor receive marriage certificates.
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1. AN INSTRUCTION TO RUSSIAN STUDENTS ABROAD STUDYING NAVIGATION |

i,
|

t/

‘7 1. Learn [how to draw] plans and charts and how to use the compass and
J . other naval indicators, N
[ﬁ»fﬁ 2. [Learn] how to navigate a vessel in battle as well asin a simple maneu-
6J ) 57 ver,; and learn how to use all appropriate tools and Instruments; namely,
ﬁ"'b bl sails, ropes, and oars, and the like matters, on row boats and other ves-
/ sels. R Ny :
3. Discover as much as possible how to put ships to sea during a naval bat-
tle. Those who cannot succeed in this effort must diligently ascertain
_what action should be taken by the vessels that do and those that do
not put to sea during such a situation [naval battle]. Obtain from [for-
eign] naval officers written statements, bearing their signatures and
seals, of how adequately you [Russian students] are prepared for
[naval] duties. _ o
4. If, upon his return, anyone wishes to receive [from the Tsar] greater
favors for himself, he should learn, in addition to the above enumerated
instructions, how to construct those vessels aboard which he would like to
demonstrate his skills. ‘ ' :
5. Upon his return to Moscow, every [foreign-trained Russian] should bring
with- him at his own expense, for which he will Iatmi‘m“m"aﬁt
least two experienced masters of naval science, TheyTthe returnees] will

IV. A DECREE ON THE RIGHT OF FACTORIES TO BUY VILLAGES (JANUARY 18,'1721)

Previous decrees have denied merchants the right to obtain villages. This prohibi-
tion was instituted because those people, outside their business, did not have any
establishments that could be of any use to the state, Nowadays, thanks to Our
- decrees, as every one can see, many merchants have companies and many have suc-
ceeded in establishing Lew enterprises for the benefit of the state;-namely:@'ff\rer, “3
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qppe, iron, coal
which have begun operations. As a result, by this Our ukaz aimed at the increase of

. st
. "t -
Do a%}f @'l purchase anything. The Mining and Manufacturing College should adhere to this
/ rule very strictly, Should such a thing happen, those responsible for it should be
deprived of all their movable and immovable property.

V. A DECREE ON THE FOUNDING OF THE ACADEMY (JANUARY 28,17249)

His Imperial Majesty decreed the establishment of an academy, wherein languages
as well as other sciences and important arts could e taught, and where books'
couly b"é“"i‘.ranslate_d. On January 22117247 during™his"stay in the Winter Palace,

His Majésiy approved the project for the Academy, and with his own hand signed a
decree that stipulates that the Academy’s budget of 24,912 rubles annually should

young people the development of such distinguished sciences as theol-
gy and jurisprudence (the legal skill), and medicine and philosophy,
An Academy, on the other hand, is an association of learned and skilled
people who not only know their subjects to the same degree [as their
counterparts in the University] but who, in addition, improve and
develop them through research and inventions. They have no obliga-

tion to teach others.
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circumstances of this state [Russia], consider [the quality of Russian]
teac

hers and students, and organize such an institution that would not
only immediately increase the glory of this

development of sciences, but would also

, these will not spre
establishment of a university will do even less, simply because there are

no eleméntary schools, gymnasia or seminaries [in Russia] where young
eople could learn the fundamentals before studying mo
0ot

re advanced
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ subjects [at the University]/to

make themselves useful )1t is therefore
inconceivable that under these circumstances 2 university would be of
5 /W’lﬂ/( some value [to Russia], - : ’ :
n W 5. Consequently what is needed most [in Russia] is the establishment of an
,/ institution that would consist of
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