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impotency of that body. Cong? are moreover not elected by the
people, but by the Legislatures who retain even a power of re-
ca}ll. They have therefore no will of their own, they are a mere
diplomatic body, and are always obsequious to the views of the
States, who are always encroaching on the authority of the U.
States. A provision for harmony among the States, as in trade

.naturalization &c.—for crushing rebellion whenever it may rea;
its crest—and for certain other general benefits, must be made.
The powers for these purposes, can never be given to a body,
fnadequate as Congress are in point of representation, elected
in the mode in which they are, and possessing no more con-
fidence than they do: for notwithstanding what has been said to
the contrary, his own experience satisfied him that a rooted dis-
trust of Congress pretty generally prevailed. A Nat! Govt alone

Properly constituted, will answer the purpose; and he begged’
it to be considered that the present is the last moment for estab-
lishing one. After this select experiment, the people will yield
to despair.

The Committee rose & the House adjourned.

Monday, June 18. In Committee of the whole

) On motion of Mr DICKINSON to postpone the 1t Resolution
in Mr Patterson’s plan, in order to take up the following viz—
“that the Articles of Confederation ought to be revised and
amended, so as to render the Government of the U. §. adequate
to Fhe exigences, the preservation and the prosperity of the
U.mon” the postponement was agreed to by 10 States, Pen:
divided. ’ .

Mr HAMILTON, had been hitherto silent on the business before
th(? .Convention, partly from respect to others whose superior
abilities age & experience rendered him unwilling to bring for-
wz}rd ideas dissimilar to theirs, and partly from his delicategsitu-
ation with respect to his own State, to whose sentiments as ex-
pr.es.sed by his Colleagues, he could by no means accede. The
crisis however which now marked our affairs, was too seri(;us to
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permit any scruples whatever to prevail over the duty imposed
on every man to contribute his efforts for the public safety &
happiness. He was obliged therefore to declare himself un-
friendly to both plans. He was particularly opposed to that from
N. Jersey, being fully convinced, that no amendment of the
Confederation, leaving the States in possession of their Sover-
eignty could possibly answer the purpose. On the other hand he
confessed he was much discouraged by the amazing extent of
Country in expecting the desired blessings from any general
sovereignty that could be substituted.—As to the powers of the
Convention, he thought the doubts started on that subject had
arisen from distinctions & reasonings too subtle. A federal Govt
he conceived to mean an association of independent Com-
munities into one. Different Confederacies have different
powers, and exercise them in different ways. In some instances
the powers are exercised over collective bodies; in others over
individuals, . . . Great latitude therefore must be given to the
signification of the term. The plan last proposed departs itself
from the federal idea, as understood by some, since it is to
operate eventually on individuals. He agreed moreover with the
Honble gentleman from V2 (Mr R.) that we owed it to our
Country, to do on this emergency whatever we should deem
essential to its happiness. The States sent us here to provide for
the exigences of the Union. To rely on & propose any plan not
adequate to these exigences, merely because it was not clearly
within our powers, would be to sacrifice the means to the end.
It may be said that the States can not ratify a plan not within
the purview of the article of Confederation providing for altera-
tions & amendments. But may not the States themselves in which
no constitutional authority equal to this purpose exists in the
Legislatures, have had in view a reference to the people at
large.

The great question is what provision shall we make for the
happiness of our Country? He would first make a comparative
examination of the two plans—prove that there were essential
defects in both—and point out such changes as might render a




