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Because of breakdowns in leadership, the empire was beginning to decline. 
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Evidence 
· Lack of political succession
· Emperor assassination
· bribes
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Topic Sentence 1
Empires in the classical period experienced breakdowns in leadership
THESIS
Although the great empires during the period 600 – 600 eventually collapsed due to military conquest, the decline preceding this collapse was mainly due to economic problems and poor political leadership.
CONTEXT
(PROMPT):  Analyze causes of imperial decline and collapse in the period circa 600-600

