Section VI: Islam and the Middle Ages
Day 4: The Magna Carta and Crusades

S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Magna Carta:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Council of Clermont:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Urban II:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Saladin:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Evolution of the English Government 

After the reign of William the Conqueror, English rulers ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________. Most battles developed as a result of kings trying to raise taxes or to impose royal authority over traditional feudal rights. Out of those struggles evolved traditions of government that would influence the modern world. 

English ruler ___________________________ was a clever, greedy, cruel, and untrustworthy ruler. During his reign, he faced pressure from his own English nobles when he ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________.

In 1215, a group of rebellious barons cornered John and forced him to sign the __________________________
___________________________________. In this document, the king affirmed a long list of feudal rights. 

The Magna Carta included a clause protecting every freeman from arbitrary arrest, imprisonment, and other legal actions. This famous clause formed the basis of the right now known as ________________
___________________________________. 

The king also agreed not to raise new taxes without first consulting his ______________________ of lords and clergy. This Great council eventually evolved into ______________________, the lawmaking body of England. 

The Start of Religious Conflict 

The former eastern half of the Roman empire, now known as ___________________________________________, was generally a prosperous and united area. Byzantine scholars still studied ancient Greek and Roman writings. In Constantinople, Byzantine and Muslim merchants mingled with traders from Venice and other Italian cities. 

In the 1050s, _________________________________ invaded the Byzantine empire. The Turks had migrated from Central Asia into the Middle East, where they converted to Islam. 

By 1071, the Seljuk’s had overrun most Byzantine lands in Asia Minor (present-day Turkey). The Seljuk’s also extended their power over Palestine ________________________________ and attacked Christian pilgrims. 

The Byzantine emperor Alexius I urgently asked ___________________________ for Christian knights to help him fight the Turks. Although Roman popes and Byzantine emperors were longtime rivals, Urban agreed. 

At the _________________________________________________, Urban incited bishops and nobles to action. Urban called for a crusade to _______________________________________________________________________. The nobles agreed roaring “God wills it!” 
By 1096, thousands of knights ______________________________________________________________________________. As the crusading spirit swept through Western Europe, armies of ordinary men and women inspired by fiery preachers left for the holy land too. Few returned.  

__________________________ and other factors motivated the crusaders. Many knights hoped to win wealth and land. Some crusaders sought to escape troubles at home. Others yearned adventure. 

The pope, too, had mixed motives. Urban hoped to increase his power in Europe and perhaps heal the _______________________ that had taken place between the Roman and Byzantine churches. He also hoped that the Crusades would set Christian knights to ____________________________________________________________. 

Victories and Defeats 

______________________________________ came close to achieving its goals. After a long, bloody campaign, Christian knights ___________________________________________________________. They capped their victory by massacring Muslim and Jewish residents of the city. 

The Crusades continued, off and on, _____________________________________. The crusaders divided their captured lands into ______________________________. The Muslims repeatedly sought to destroy these Christian kingdoms, prompting Europeans to launch new crusades. 

By 1187, Jerusalem had fallen to ______________________________________________________. On the Third Crusade, Europeans tried but failed to retake Jerusalem under King ___________________________________. After negotiations, though, Saladin did reopen the holy city to Christian pilgrims. 

Europeans also mounted crusades against other Muslim lands, especially in North Africa. _____________
___________________________________. During the Fourth Crusade, the crusaders were diverted from fighting Muslims to fighting Christians. Crusaders captured and looted Constantinople, the Byzantine capital. 

Muslim armies, meanwhile, overran the crusader states. By 1291, ________________________________________
___________________________________. As in Jerusalem 200 years earlier, the victors massacred their defeated enemies. This time, the victims were Christians. 

Effects of the Crusades on Europe 

The Crusades ____________________________________________________________________ behind them. In the Middle East, both Christians and Muslims committed appalling atrocities in the name of religion. In Europe, crusaders sometimes turned their religious fury against Jews, massacring entire communities. 

Though the Crusades failed to conquer the Holy Land, they did have significant effects on life in Europe. The wars helped to quicken the pace of changes already underway. The Crusades increased trade and ________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

The Crusades further encouraged the growth of a ______________________________. To finance a journey to the Holy Land, nobles needed money. They allowed peasants to pay rents in money ____________________
______________________________________________, which helped undermine serfdom. 

The Crusades also helped to increase the power of feudal monarchs. Rulers won new rights to ________
_________________________________________ in order to support the Crusades. The church also enjoyed its greatest power during this era. 

