Section VI: Islam and the Middle Ages
Day 3: Manor Life and the Rise of England

S.W.B.A.T:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Moat:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Excommunication:____________________________________________________________________________________
William the Conqueror:______________________________________________________________________________
Battle of Hastings:____________________________________________________________________________________

Life During the Middle Ages 

During the early Middle Ages, powerful lords fortified their homes to withstand attack. Their strongholds included a _________________________________________, ringed by a fence. The keep was separated from the surrounding area by ______________________________________________. 

The strongholds gradually became larger and grander. By the 1100s, monarchs and nobles owned sprawling stone castles with high walls, towers, and _________________ over wide moats. 

Noblewomen also played active roles in this society. While her husband or father was off fighting, ___________________________________________________________________________. Some women even took a hand in politics. However, women’s rights were restricted under the feudal system. Land usually passed to the eldest son in a family. 

In the later middle Ages, knights adopted a code of conduct called __________________________. Chivalry required knights to be ___________________________________________________________________ In warfare, they had to fight fairly. This applied only to nobles, not commoners. 

In theory, if not always in practice, chivalry ______________________________________________________. The code of chivalry called for women to be protected and cherished. _________________________
________________________________, adopted this view. Their love of songs praised the perfection, beauty, and wit of women. Much later, ideas of chivalry would shape western ideas of romantic love. 

Peasants and Manor Life 

The heart of the medieval economy was the ______________________________________________________. Most manors included one or more villages and the surrounding lands. Peasants, who made up the majority of the population in medieval society, lived and worked on the manor. 

Most peasants on a manor were _____________________________________. Serfs were not slaves who could be bought and sold. Still, they were not free. They could not leave the manor without the lord’s permission. If the manor was granted to a new lord, the serfs went along with it. 

Serfs were expected to ______________________________________________________________________________. These included repairing his roads, bridges, and fences. Peasants paid the lord a fee when they married, when they inherited their father’s acres, or when they used the local mill to grind grain.

In return for a lifetime of labor, peasants had the right to farm several acres for themselves. They were also entitled to their ___________________________ from Viking raids or feudal warfare. 

The Power of the Church Grows 

In the centuries after the fall or Rome, the Church carved out a unique position in Western Europe. _______________________________________________________________________________________________, and had political powers as well. 

The medieval Christian Church was dedicated the worship of god. At the same time, Christians believed that all people were sinners and that many were doomed to eternal suffering. The only way to avoid the tortures of hell was _________________________________________
_________________________________________________. 

The most severe punishment that the church could administer was -___________________________. If excommunicated, people could not receive the sacraments or a Christian burial. 

Formation of England 

During the early Middle Ages, ______________________________________________________________________. Although feudalism developed, English rulers generally kept their kingdoms united. 

In 1066, the Anglo-Saxon king Edward died without an heir. His brother-in-law ______________ was initially chosen to rule. But _________________________________________________________, a tough, ruthless descendant of the Vikings, also claimed the English throne. 

Duke William raised an army and won the backing of the pope. He then sailed across the English channel and invaded England. At _________________________________, William and his Norman knights triumphed over Harold. On Christmas Day 1066, ______________________________ as he was now called, assumed the crown of England. 

William exerted firm control over his new lands. Like other feudal monarchs, he granted fiefs to the Church and his ________________________________________________, but he kept a large amount of land for himself. He monitored who built castles and where. He required every vassal to swear allegiance to him rather than to any other feudal lord. 

William’s successors continued to increase royal authority. In the area of finance, they created the ____________________________________________________, to collect taxes. Into the exchequer flowed fees, fines, and other dues to fund the land. 

William’s followers repeatedly clashed with nobles and the Church. Most battles developed as a result of efforts by the monarch to raise taxes or to impose royal authority over traditional feudal rights. _____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________. 

