Section VI: Islam and the Middle Ages
Day 2: Europe and Feudalism

S.W.B.A.T:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Battle of Tours:________________________________________________________________________________________
Charlemagne:__________________________________________________________________________________________
Leif Erikson:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Vassals:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Knights:________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Geography of Europe 

Europe is relatively small—__________________________________________________________________________ of the seven continents. Despite Europe’s size, its impact on the modern world has been enormous. 

From about 500-1000, Europe was a _______________________ that was mostly underdeveloped. However, it had massive potential. Dense forests flourished in the north. ______________________ than the dry lands of the Mediterranean. Underground lay mineral resources. Nearby seas provided fish for food and served as transportation routes.  

The Franks 

After the fall of the Roman empire, Western Europe was _________________________________________
_________________. The most powerful of these kingdoms was the Franks. As the Franks grew in power, they came into contact with Muslims who had expanded into western Europe lands. 

When a Muslim army crossed into France, ________________________________________________ rallied Frankish warriors. At the ______________________ in 732, Christian warriors triumphed. Muslims advanced no farther into western Europe, although they continued to rule most of Spain. 

Around 800, Western Europe had a moment of unity when the grandson of Charles Martel built an empire reaching across ____________________________________________________________________. This emperor is known to history as ______________________________, or Charles the Great. 

Charlemagne towered over most people of his time. He loved battle and spent much of his 46-year reign fighting Muslims in Spain, Saxons in the north, Slavs in the east, and Lombards in Italy. His conquests __________________________________________________________________. 

Charlemagne tried to  exercise control over his many lands and create a ______________________
____________________________. Working closely with the Church, he helped spread Christianity to the conquered peoples on the fringes of his empire.

 After his death, Charlemagne’s empire fell apart. Still, he made a profound impact on history. He ____________________________________________________________________________________________ and furthered the blending of German, Roman, and Christian traditions. 



A New Wave of Invasions 

Charlemagne's heirs faced new waves of invasions. Despite the Christian victory at Tours, ____________________________________________________________________________________________. In the late 800s, Muslims conquered Sicily. It wasn’t until the 900s when Muslim attacks finally subsided. 

___________________________ snapped the last threads of unity in Charlemagne’s empire. These expert sailors burst out of Scandinavia, a northern region that now includes _________________
__________________________________________________ Starting in the 900s, they looted and burned communities along the coasts and rivers of Europe. 

The Vikings were not just destructive raiders. ___________________________________________________ who sailed around the Mediterranean Sea and across the Atlantic Ocean. Vikings opened trade routes that linked northern Europe to Mediterranean lands. Vikings also settled in England, Ireland, northern France, and parts of Russia. Around the year 1000, ________________  set up a short-lived Viking colony on North America. This was almost 500 years before the voyages of Christopher Columbus. 

The Emergence of Feudalism 

In the face of invasions by Vikings, and Muslims, kings and emperors were ___________________
__________________________________________. People needed protection for themselves, their homes, and their lands. In response to this basic need for protection, a new system evolved, known as Feudalism. 

Feudalism was _________________________________________________________________________ in which powerful local lords divided their landholdings among lesser lords. In exchange, these lesser lords, or ______________________, pledged service and loyalty to the greater lord. 

A lord granted his vassal _______________________________. Fiefs ranged from a few acres to hundreds of square miles. In addition to the land itself, the fief included _______________________
________________________________ to work the land, as well as any towns or buildings on the land. 

As part of the feudal contract, ______________________________________________________________________. In return, the vassal pledged loyalty to his lord. He also agreed to provide the lord with 40 days of military service each year, certain money payments, and advice. 

For feudal nobles, warfare was a way of life. ______________________________________________________. Many nobles trained from boyhood for a future occupation as a ________________________________
___________________________.

As feudal warfare decreased in the 1100s, ______________________________, or mock battles, came into fashion. A lord would invite knights form the surrounding area to enter contests of fighting skill. These competitions included _______________________________________________________. Early tournaments were as dangerous as real battles, but in time tournaments acquired more ceremony and ritual. 

