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S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

Social Darwinism:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Direct Rule:______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Indirect Rule:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Berlin Conference:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Causes of Imperialism 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. By the 1800s, Europe had gained considerable power. Strong, centrally governed nation-states had emerged, and the Industrial Revolution had greatly enriched European economies. 

The Industrial Revolution created needs and desires that spurred overseas expansion. Manufacturers __________________________________________________ such as rubber, petroleum, manganese for steel, and palm oil for machinery. They also hoped for new markets where they could sell their factory goods. 

Closely linked to economic motives were ____________________________________________. Steam-powered merchant ships and naval vessels needed _______________________________________________ to take on coal and supplies. Industrial powers seized islands or harbors to satisfy these needs. 

There were humanitarian reasons for expansion as well. Many westerners felt a genuine concern for their “little brothers” beyond the seas. Missionaries, doctors, and colonial officials believed they had a duty to spread what they saw as the blessings of western civilization, including _________________________
_________________________________________.  

Behind the idea of a civilizing mission was a growing sense in the West of _______________________________. Many westerners had embraced the ideas of _______________________________.  

They applied Darwin’s ideas about ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________. European races, they argued, were superior to all others, and imperial conquest and destruction of weaker races were simply nature’s way of improving the human species. 
The Success of Western Imperialism

In just a few decades, from about 1870 to 1914, ____________________________________________________________
____________________________. Leading the way were soldiers, merchants, settlers, missionaries, and explorers. Europeans had the advantages of strong economies, well-organized governments, and powerful armies and navies. 

Superior technology and improved medical knowledge allowed them to colonize new parts of the world. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ were very strong arguments in persuading Africans and Asians to accept western control 

______________________________________________________________into their lands. Some people fought the invaders, even though they had no weapons to equal the machine gun. 

The new imperialism took several forms. In some areas, imperial powers _______________________________.  Elsewhere, they se up protectorates and spheres of influence. 

There were two ways to govern a colony: direct and indirect rule 
· ______________________: Officials and soldiers were sent from the conquering nation ______________
__________________________________________________________________. 
· The European nation imposed their culture on the colony.
· This was a practice commonly used by France.
· ____________________________: Used local rulers to govern and encouraged children of local ruling class to be educated in the European country.  
· ________________________________________________________________. 
· This was a practice commonly used by Britain.

Why Would a Nation Practice Imperialism?

1. Desire for more wealth led European countries ___________________________________________________, such as gold, iron, and coal.
2. Desire to be powerful in the world; once the race for colonies began, there was ________________
___________________________________. 
3. Racism; the belief that European culture was _________________________________________ and should dominate the world.
4. Desire ________________________________; missionaries went to countries to convert non-believers.

The Scramble for Africa

From the 1500s through the 1700s, Europeans traded along the African coast. Difficult geography and diseases such as malaria kept them from reaching the interior.____________________________________
______________________________________________________changed all that in the 1800s. 

________________________________________ started the race for colonies in Africa. Leopold hired journalist Henry Stanley to explore the Congo River basin and arrange trade treaties with African leaders. Before long, Britain France, and Germany were pressing to acquire territory in Africa. 

To avoid bloodshed, European powers met at an international conference in 1884. It took place not in Africa but in ____________________________________________________________________________________________________.  

At this conference it was agreed that a European power could not claim any part of Africa unless it had _________________________________________________. This principle led Europeans to send officials who would exert their power over local rulers and peoples. 

The rush to colonize Africa was on. In the 20 years after the _______________________________, the European powers partitioned almost the entire continent. They redrew the map of Africa with little regard for traditional patterns of settlement or ethnic boundaries. 

Leopold and other wealthy Belgians, meantime, ___________________________________________________________, including its copper, rubber, and ivory. Soon, there were horrifying reports of Belgian overseers brutalizing villagers. Forced to work for almost nothing, laborers were savagely beaten or mutilated.

Eventually, international outrage forced Leopold to turn over his colony to the Belgian government. It became the Belgian Congo in 1908. Still, Belgium remained in firm control of the Congo. _____________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ of the colony. 


