Section II: Africa and Asia 
Day 4: Middle Eastern Empires

S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
King Assubanipal:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Nebuchadnezzar:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Darius:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Zoroaster:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phoenicians:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Warfare and the Spread of Ideas

Later empires shaped the middle East in different ways. Often, ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________. By forcing people to move elsewhere, these invaders helped spread ideas. Other conquerors, like the Hittites, brought new skills to the region. 

The ______________________, who lived on the upper Tigris, learned to forge _______________________. By 1100 B.C., they began expanding across Mesopotamia. For 500 years, they earned a reputation for being among the __________________________________________________________.  

Historians are unsure why warfare was so central to Assyrian culture. Was it to keep others from attacking or ______________________________________________ by bringing peace and order to the region. 

Despite their fierce reputation, Assyrian rulers _______________________________________________. They were the first rulers to develop extensive laws regulating life within the royal household. 

For example, women of the palace were confined in secluded quarters and _____________________________ when they appeared in public. 

At Nineveh, ______________________________________________________________________________. He ordered his scribes to collect cuneiform tablets form all over the Fertile Crescent. 

Those tablets have given modern scholars ________________________________________________about the ancient middle East. 

Babylon Revived

In 612 B.C., shortly after Assurbanipal’s death, neighboring people _______________________________________
_________________________________________.  

An aggressive and ruthless king, _________________________________, revived the power of the old Babylon. His new Babylonian empire stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea. 

Nebuchadnezzar rebuilt the canals, temples, walls, and palaces of Babylon. Near his chief palace were ______________________________________________________, known as one of the wonders of the ancient world. 

The Gardens were probably made by planting trees and flowering plats on the steps of a huge ziggurat. According to legend, Nebuchadnezzar _____________________________________________________________, who was homesick for the hills where she had grown up. 

Eventually the thick walls that Nebuchadnezzar built failed to hold back new conquerors. In 539 B.C., Babylon fell to the ________________________________________________________.  

The Persians

Cyrus and his successors went on ___________________________________________________________. The Persians eventually controlled a wide sweep of territory from Asia Minor to India, including present-day Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

In general, Persian kings pursued a policy of _________________________________________________________________
___________________________________ The Persians respected the customs and religious traditions of the diverse groups in their empire. 

The real unification of the Persian empire was accomplished under the __________________________________, who ruled from 552 B.C. to 486 B.C. A skilled organizer, Darius set up a government that became a model for later rulers. 

He divided the Persian empire into provinces, each headed by a governor called a _________________. Each Satrapy, __________________________, had to pay taxes based on its resources and wealth. 

Persian Religion

Religious beliefs put forward by the Persian thinker _______________________also helped to unite the empire. Zoroaster lived about 600 B.C. He ____________________________________________________. 

Instead, he taught that a single wise god, __________________________, ruled the world. Ahura Mazda, however was in constant battle against __________________________the prince of lies and evil. 

Each individual, said Zoraster, had to choose which side to support. On _______________________________, taught Zoraster, all individuals would be judged for their actions. 

Those who had done good would enter paradise. ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________.

Two later religions that emerged in the Middle East, _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________, hell, and a final judgment day. Today, Zoroastrianism is still practiced by tens of thousands of people, mostly in India. 

The Phoenicians

While powerful rulers subdued large empires, many small states of the ancient Middle East made their own contributions to civilization. Phoenicians, for example, _________________________________________
_________________________________. 

Historians have called the Phoenicians “carriers of civilization” because they spread Middle Eastern civilization around the Mediterranean. 

The Phoenicians made their own contribution to our world, giving us __________________________________. Unlike cuneiform or hieroglyphics, in which each symbol represents a word or concept, an alphabet ____________________________________________________________________________________.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In later years, the _______________________________________________________________________________ and added symbols for the vowel sounds. Form the Greek alphabet came the letters in which these notes were written. 

