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Day 3: Mesopotamia

S.W.B.A.T:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Epic of Gilgamesh:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Cuneiform:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Code of Hammurabi:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Egyptian Advances in Medicine and Science

Egyptian priest-astronomers studied the heavens, mapping out constellations and charting the _______________________________________________. With this knowledge, they developed a calendar that had ________________________________________________ and 5 days added at the end of each year.

Nile floods forced Egyptians to redraw the boundaries of fields each year. To do this, they _____________
____________________________________________________. 

Egyptian engineers also used geometry to __________________________________________________________ of each block of stone to be placed in a pyramid or temple. 

Paintings and Sculpture

The arts of ancient Egypt included statues, wall paintings in tombs, and carvings on temples. Painting styles remained almost unchanged for thousands of years. The ____________________________________________
___________________________________ than any other human figures. 

Statues often depicted people in stiff, standard poses. Some human figures have animal heads that represent special qualities. _____________________________ that crouches near the pyramids at Giza portrays an early pharaoh as a __________________________.  

Besides the pyramids, Egyptians erected other great buildings. The _______________________________________
___________________________ contains a vast hall with towering 80-foot columns. Much later, the Romans would adopt building techniques like those used at Karnak. 

The oldest literature of ancient Egypt includes _____________________________________________, proverbs, and love poems. Other writings tell of royal victories in battle or, like Instruction of Ptah-hotep, give practical advice. 

Looking Ahead (Egypt)

Long after its power declined, Egypt remained ______________________________________________ in the African and Mediterranean worlds. It also retained economic importance as a source of grain and other riches. 

In later ages, new Egyptian cities like _______________________________________ would attract scholars, traders, and other visitors, Yet, from ancient times to today, foreigners have gazed in awe at the monuments of a culture that flourished for 3,000 years. 

Mesopotamia

The first known civilization in the Fertile Crescent was uncovered in the 1800s in Mesopotamia. The ____________________________________ define Mesopotamia which means _____________________________ in Greek.

The people that inhabited Mesopotamia were called ______________________________. 

Just as control of the Nile was vital to Egypt, control of the Tigris and Euphrates was key to developments in Mesopotamia. ______________________________________________________________________ that washed away topsoil and destroyed mud-brick villages. 

One story in Sumerian history is a poem called ________________________________________ which tells a story about a great flood that destroys the world. 

The Sumerians are credited with creating the first ________________________________________. In addition to this, the Sumerians divided up their civilization into ______________________, where a city controlled the surrounding countryside. 

Sumerian Religion

Like most ancient peoples, the Sumerians were ______________________________________________________. These gods were thought to control every aspect of life, especially the forces of nature. 

To Sumerians, their highest duty was to keep these divine beings happy and thereby ensure the safety of their city state. Each city built a _________________________________________________________ that soared toward the heavens. 

To win the favor of the gods, the people prayed and _____________________________________, grain, and wine. 

Advances in Learning

By 3200 B.C., the Sumerians had invented what may be the _______________________________________________. This type of writing was later called ________________________, from the Latin word cuneus, for “wedge” because it used a reed pen to make wedge-shaped marks on clay tablets. 

Over the centuries, Sumerian scholars made advances in mathematics. To measure and solve problems of calculation, they _______________________________________________________.
 
______________________________________________, dividing the hour into 60 minutes and the circle into 360 degrees, as we still do today. 

Looking Ahead (Mesopotamia)

Eventually, armies of conquering peoples swept across Mesopotamia and overwhelmed the Sumerian city-states. Often the newcomers settled in the region and _________________________________________________. 

Building on Sumerian knowledge of the constellations and planets, later Mesopotamian astronomers developed ways to _____________________________________________________________. 

Hammurabi the Lawgiver

About 1790 B.C., Hammurabi, ______________________________________, brought much of Mesopotamia under his control. He took steps to unite the Babylonian empire. His most ambitious and lasting contribution was his publication of a remarkable ___________________________________________________________. 

Hammurabi was not the author of the code. Most of the laws had been around since Sumerian times. He had his artisans carve nearly __________________________________________ for all to see. 

Hammurabi’s Code was the first important attempt by a ruler to __________________or arrange and set down in writing, all of the laws that would govern a state. 

