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Key Vocabulary Terms: 

Declaration of Pilnitz:___________________________________________________________________________________________
September Massacre:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Reign of Terror:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Women March on Versailles 
On October 5, 1789, ____________________________________________ streamed down the road that led from Paris to Versailles. “Bread!” they shouted. They demanded to see the King. Much of the hungry crowd’s anger was directed at the queen, ______________________________________. Ever since she married Louis in 1770, she had come under attack for being frivolous and extravagant. 

Early in the revolution, the radical press spread the story that she had answered the cries of hungry people for bread by saying, _______________________________________. Though the story was untrue, it helped inflame negative feelings against the queen.  The women refused to leave Versailles until the king met their most important demand—_________________________________________. Not too happily, the king agreed. 

The next morning, the crowd, with the king in tow, set out for the city. At the head of the procession rode women perched on the barrels of seized cannons. They told bewildered spectators that they were bringing Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, and their son back to Paris. In Paris, the royal family moved into the Tuileries palace. For the next three years, __________________________________________________
_______________________________.  

The National Assembly soon followed the king to Paris. Its largely bourgeois members worked _______
______________________________________________________________________________. To pay off the huge government debt—much of it owed to the bourgeoisie—the Assembly voted to take over and sell Church lands. 

The National Assembly Presses Onward 

The National Assembly completed its main task by producing a constitution. The Constitution of 1791 set up _____________________________________ in place of the absolute monarchy that had ruled France for centuries. A new Legislative Assembly had the power to make laws, collect taxes, and decide on issues of war and peace. Lawmakers would be elected by ____________________________________________. 

Louis Tries to Escape 

As the King looked on as the National Assembly took powers away from him, Marie Antoinette and others urged the king to escape their humiliating situation. Louis finally gave in and ____________________
________________________________________ where Marie’s brother held power. 

__________________________________________________. In a town along the way, Louis’s disguise (he was dressed as a servant and his wife as a governess) was uncovered by someone who held up a piece of currency with the king’s face on it. A company of soldiers escorted the royal family back to Paris, as on looking crowds hurled insults at the king. To many, Louis’s dash to the border showed that he was a traitor to the revolution. 

The failed escape of Louis XVI brought further hostile rumblings from abroad. In August 1791, the king of Prussia and the emperor of Austria—who was Marie Antoinette’s brother—issued the ________________________________________________. In this document, the two leaders threatened to intervene ______________________________________________________. The declaration may have been mostly bluff, but revolutionaries in France took the threat seriously and prepared for war. The revolution now entered a more radical phase of change and conflict. 

A new ______________________________________________________, soon gained the upper hand in the French Legislative Assembly.  Eager to spread the revolution and destroy tyranny in other nations, the Legislative Assembly _________________________________ first on Austria, then on Prussia, Britain, and other states. The great powers expected to win an easy victory against France, but fighting that began in 1792 lasted on and off until 1815. 

Death of the King and Queen 

The French army was quickly in disarray as they lost battles to the Austrians and Prussians. These disasters quickly inflamed revolutionaries who _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________. On August 10, 1792, a crowd of Parisians stormed the Tuileries and slaughtered the king’s guards. The royal family fled to the Legislative Assembly. 

A month later, citizens attacked prisons that held nobles and priests accused of political offenses. These prisoners were killed, along with many ordinary criminals by the bloodthirsty mobs. These came to be known as the ____________________________________________.  

Backed by Paris crowds, radicals took control of the Assembly. Radicals called for the election of a new legislative body called _________________________________________. Suffrage, ______________________________, was to be extended to all male citizens, not just to property owners. 

The Convention then abolished the monarchy and __________________________________________. Louis XVI was now powerless. During the early months of the Republic, the Convention also put Louis XVI on trial as a traitor to France. _____________________________________________________________________________________. 

On a foggy morning in January 1793, Louis mounted a scaffold in a public square in Paris. He tried to speak, but his words were drowned out by a roll of drums. Moments later, the king was ________________
__________________________________________.  

In October, _________________________________________________________________. The popular press celebrated her death. The queen, however, showed great dignity as she went to her death. Their son, the uncrowned Louis XVII, died of unknown causes in the dungeons of the revolution. 

After the execution of Louis XVI the French republic sought out traitors to the revolution. Under the guiding hand of ___________________________________________, France began the ______________________________. This was a period in which perhaps as many as 40,000 people were executed. About 15 percent were nobles and clergy. Another 15 percent were middle-class citizens, while the rest were peasants. 

The engine of the Terror was the guillotine. Its fast-falling blade extinguished life instantly. A member of the legislature, Dr. Joseph Guillotin, had introduced it _________________________________________
______________________________________.   

Within a year however the Reign of Terror consumed its own. Wear of bloodshed and fearing for their own lives, member of the Convention turned on Robespierre and his followers. On the night of July 27,1794, ___________________________________________________________________________________________________. After the heads of Robespierre and other radicals fell, executions slowed down dramatically. 

France made peace with Prussia and Spain, but war with Austria and Great Britain continued. As chaos threatened, politicians turned to ______________________________________________________________________ who had won a series of brilliant victories against the Austrians. Before long, Napoleon would become absolute ruler of France. 

