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S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

Tennis Court Oath:______________________________________________________________________________________________
Bastille:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Marquis de Lafayatte:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Declaration of R&C:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Louis XVI

Louis XVI was ill-prepared to deal with the current economic crisis. However, he wisely chose ______________________________________, a financial wizard, as an adviser. Necker urged the king to reduce the extravagant court spending, reform government, and abolish burdensome tariffs on internal trade. When Necker proposed __________________________________________________________________, however, the nobles and high clergy forced the king to dismiss him. 

As 1788 came to a close, France tottered on the verge of bankruptcy. _____________________________________ and nobles, fearful of taxes, were denouncing royal tyranny. A baffled Louis XVI finally summoned the ____________________________ to meet at Versailles the following year. The Estates General had not been called for a meeting in 175 years. 

In preparation for the meeting, Louis had all three estates prepare ________________________________________
_________________________________ cahiers called for reforms such as fairer taxes, freedom of the press, or regular meetings of the Estates General. 

The third estate at the Estates General were mostly _________________________________________________________ They insisted on reform to the current system which overtaxed their estate. The Estates General convened in May 1789. 

From the start, the delegates were __________________________________________________________. Traditionally, each estate had met and voted separately. Each group had one vote. Under this system, the First and Second estates __________________________________________________________________________________. This time, the Third Estate wanted all three estates to meet in a single body, with votes counted by head. 

After weeks of stalemate, delegates of the Third Estate took a daring step. Claiming to represent the people of France, they declared themselves to be ________________________________. They then invited delegates from the other estates to help them write a constitution, a document that describes the __________________________________________________________.  

A few days later, the National Assembly found its meeting hall ___________________________________________. Fearing that the king planned to dismiss them, the delegates moved to a nearby indoor tennis court. As curious spectators looked on, the delegates took their famous ________________________________________. They swore “never to separate and to meet wherever the circumstances might require until we have established a sound and just constitution.” 

When reform-minded clergy and nobles joined the Assembly, Louis XVI grudgingly accepted it. But royal troops gathered around Paris, and rumors spread that the king planned to get rid of the Assembly ______________________________________________________________________________.  



Storming the Bastille 

On July 14, 1789, Paris stole the spotlight from the National Assembly meeting in Versailles. The streets buzzed with rumors that royal troops were going to occupy the capital in order to _____________
_______________________________________________________.  

More than 800 Parisians assembled outside _________________________________________________________________
__________________________ for political and other prisoners. The crowd was demanding weapons and gunpowder believed to be stored there.

The commander of the Bastille refused to open the gates and opened fire on the crowd. In the battle that followed, may people were killed. Finally, the enraged mob broke through the defenses. _________
____________________________________________________________________________________, but found no weapons.

Louis XVI was told that a revolution had started. The storming of the Bastille quickly became _________
________________________________________. Supporters saw it as a blow to tyranny, a step toward freedom. Today, the French still celebrate July 14 as __________________________________________________________________.  

Revolts in Paris

The political crisis of 1789 coincided with ______________________________________________. Starving peasants roamed the countryside or flocked to the towns, where they swelled the ranks of the unemployed. As grain prices soared, even people with jobs had to spend up to 80 percent of their income on bread. 

Inflamed by famine and fear, peasants unleashed their fury on nobles. Defiant peasants ________________
_____________________ set fire to old manor records, and stole grain from storehouses. The violent attacks died down after a period of time, but they clearly demonstrated peasant anger with an unjust regime. 

Paris, too, was in turmoil. As the capital and chief city of France, it was __________________________________. A variety of factions, or small groups, competed to gain power. Moderates looked to ____________________
_____________________ the aristocratic “hero of two worlds” who had fought alongside George Washington in the American Revolution. 

Lafayette headed ___________________________________, a largely middle-class militia organized in response to the arrival of royal troops in Paris. The Guard was the first group to don _____________________________
__________________________________ badge which was eventually adopted as the national flag of France. 

A more radical group, the _______________________________, replaced the royalist government of the city. Some demanded an end to the monarchy of Louis XVI and spread scandalous stories about the royal family and members of the court. 

Peasant uprisings and the storming of the Bastille stampeded the national Assembly into action. On August 4, nobles in the National Assembly ___________________________________________________. They agreed to give up their old manorial dues (abolishing Feudalism), exclusive hunting rights, special legal status, and exemption from taxes. 

In late August, as a first step toward writing a constitution, the Assembly issued the ___________________
__________________________________________________. The document was __________________________________________
__________________________________________________, written 13 years earlier. 

All men, the French declaration announced, were “born and remain free and equal in rights.” They enjoyed natural rights to “____________________________________________________________________________________”. Like the earlier writings of John Locke, the constitution insisted that governments exist to protect the natural rights of citizens. 

