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S.W.B.A.T:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

1st Estate:______________________________________________________________________________________________
2nd Estate:______________________________________________________________________________________________
3rd Estate:______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Old Regime 

In 1789, France, like the rest of Europe, still clung to an outdated social system that had emerged in the Middle Ages. Under this old order, everyone in France belonged to ___________
________________________________. 

· The First Estate, made up of ________________________.
· The Second Estate, made up of ______________________. 
· The Third Estate, ______________________________________________________________. 

The Clergy

In the Middle Ages, the Church had exerted great influence throughout Christian Europe. In 1789, the French clergy still enjoyed enormous wealth and privilege. The Church owned about 10 percent of the land, collected tithes, and ________________________________________________. 

High Church leaders such as bishops and abbots were usually __________________________________. Parish priests, however, often came from humble origins and might be as poor as their peasant congregations. 

The Nobles 

The Second Estate was the titled nobility of French society. They _______________________________ in the government, army, court system, and the church. Many nobles hated absolutism, or direct rule from the king who was the absolute ruler. Though they owned land, they had little money income and feared losing their traditional privileges from high tax rates. 

The Third Estate 

In 1789, the Third Estate numbered about 27 million people, or 98 percent of the population. It was a diverse group. At the top sat _________________________________________________
_________________. The bourgeoisie included prosperous bankers, merchants, and manufacturers. It also included the officials who staffed the royal bureaucracy, as well as lawyers, doctors, journalists, professors, and skilled artisans. 

The bulk of the Third Estate—9 out of 10  people in France—___________________________________. Some were prosperous land owners who hired laborers to work for them. Others were tenant farmers or day laborers. 

The poorest members of the Third Estate were ___________________________. They included apprentices, journeymen, and others who worked in industries such as printing or cloth-making. Many women and men earned a meager living as servants, stable hands, porters, construction workers, or street sellers of everything from food to pots and pans. A large number of the urban poor ______________________________. To survive, some turned to begging or crime. 

From rich to poor, members of the Third Estate resented the privileges enjoyed by the estates above them. The best jobs were still reserved for nobles and urban workers earned miserable wages. _____________________________________________________________________________________, brought the threat of greater hunger or starvation. 

Peasants were burdened by ________________________________________________________________________. Though they were technically free, many owed fees and services that dated back to medieval times such as unpaid labor to repair roads and bridges. In addition, _________________
_____________________________ wild game as peasants were even forbidden to kill rabbits that ate their crops. 

It towns and cities, Enlightenment ideas led people to question the inequalities of the old regime. Why should the first two estates have such great privileges at the expense of the majority? Throughout France, the Third Estate called for the privileged classes _______________
____________________. 

Economic Troubles 

Economic woes added to the social unrest and heightened tensions. One of the causes of the decline was a mushrooming financial crisis that was due in part to ____________________________
____________________________, that is, a government’s spending more money than it takes in. 

The king of France Louis XIV had left his country deeply in debt. Wars like ____________________
____________________________________________________ strained the treasury even further. To solve this financial crisis, the government would have to increase taxes, reduce expenses, or both. However, the nobles and clergy fiercely resisted any attempt to end their exemption from taxes. 

Other economic troubles added to the financial crisis. A general economic decline had begun in the 1770s. Then, in the late 1780s, bad harvests sent food prices soaring and brought hunger to poorer peasants and city dwellers. _____________________________________________________
_______________________________. In towns, people rioted, demanding bread. In the countryside, peasants began to attack the manor houses of the nobles. 

The heirs of Louis XIV were not the right men to solve the economic crisis that afflicted France. Louis XV, who ruled from 1715 to 1774, pursued pleasure before serious business and ran up more debts. His grandson, ______________________________________________________________
___________________________.  





