Section VIII: Exploration and Conquest
Day 2: The Inca and Christopher Columbus 

S.W.B.A.T:______________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Cuzco:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Northwest Passage:___________________________________________________________________________________
Columbus:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Taino:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Inca

The Inca were a farming culture that developed on the pacific coastal plains, and the Andes. They exerted dominance over Central America around the 1400’s. Their ______________________
_________________________________. 

Eventually their region spread to present-day Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru. Their empire consisted of some ___________________________________________________________________________. 

Unlike the Aztecs, the Incas __________________________________________________________________________
___________________. Although they did require them to work as laborers. Pachacutec (pah-chah-koo-tek) Inca Yupanqui, the first major Inca ruler ordered 20,000 men to rebuild Cuzco once the Incas conquered it. 

The Incas built massive buildings, along with ____________________________________________________ to connect their empire. 

Back in Europe

There were only a few large cities in Western Europe before A.D. 1450—only Paris, London, and Naples had 100,000 residents and thus equaled the size of Teotihuacan at its peak. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ living in small rural communities. Peasant families usually owned or leased a small dwelling in the village center and had the right to farm strips of land in the surrounding fields. 

By the 1400s Europeans desired a cheaper, faster trade route to the East that did not involve traveling through the Mediterranean Sea. They were looking for the __________________
_______________  a way to get to Asia faster. 

The Northwest Passage was the name of a sea route across or around North America from the ____________________________________________________________________. From the moment  that  the existence of a New World was confirmed, European explorers hoped   to discover such a route, seeking a short passage to the East Indies and the Orient. 






Christopher Columbus

Navigator of the first recorded European expedition to cross the Atlantic ______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  His voyage, which was well publicized in Europe, stimulated exploration of what was for 15th-century Europeans an undiscovered world, the Americas.

 Although Columbus' ________________________________ presented undreamed of opportunities for Europeans, it also marked the beginning of several centuries of famine, disease, dislocation, and violence for the Native American peoples already living in the western hemisphere.

Columbus was a devout Catholic and a struggling Genoese sea captain who was determined to become rich and ________________________________________________________________________________, misinterpreting the findings of Italian Geographers, Columbus believed that the Atlantic Ocean was a little more than a narrow channel of water separating Europe from Asia. 

Columbus theorized that the world was predominately covered in land and that the distance to Asia was much shorter than previously thought. _______________________________________________
______________________________ (it was actually 13,000 miles). Although Columbus clearly sought adventure, his primary motivations were most likely the pursuit of honor and wealth. 

When the King of Portugal rejected Columbus' proposal to finance the voyage, ________________
______________ where he received high praise and royal patronage for his proposed adventure.

In April 1492, _________________________________________________________________________________ agreed to sponsor the expedition. On the first voyage, Columbus commanded three ships: the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. The fleet departed on August 3, 1492 from Palos, Spain. 

The length of the voyage tested the will of the new explorers, but on October 12 the expedition sighted Guanahaní, an island in the Bahamas. Columbus renamed the island _________________________________ (which translates to “Holy Savior) and claimed it for Spain. 

The first people Columbus encountered were farmers and fisherman. These people called themselves _____________________________________ the word for “good” or “noble” 

The Spanish praised the Taino’s generosity, and _________________________________________________
___________________________. Columbus believed it would be easy to convert the Taino to Catholicism. Columbus took the Taino’s generosity to mean that they could all be conquered and compelled to do anything one wishes.

Believing he had reached Asia—”__________________” in fifteenth-century parlance—____________
________________________________________________ and the islands the West Indies. Although surprised by the rude living conditions of the natives, Columbus expected them to “easily be made Christians, for it appeared to me that they had no religion.” 

He then explored the neighboring Caribbean islands, demanding gold from the local Taino, Arawak, and the Carib peoples. He then returned triumphantly to Spain, taking several Tainos ___________________________________________________________.  


