AP World History Semester Exam:  Empires of the Early Modern Era   1450-1800

The era from 1450- 1800 saw the rise of numerous, powerful empires throughout the world.  These empires were each successful in their own right, at least for a time.  Most importantly, these empires interacted with each other in various ways and impacted how the modern world developed.

Task:  You are going to role-play how some of these interactions could have potentially gone if representatives of each civilization sat down together at a meeting.  Your goal at this meeting is to accurately try and promote your empire’s interests in both a regional and global way and to make a determination on how these empires fit into the broad spectrum of world history.  Your empire’s successes can be generalized in the following ways:  achievement of political authority, economic advancement, and social stability.  It will be up to you to research and understand the particular details of your empire.
Empires:  Ottoman, Mughal, China (Ming and Qing), Russian, Portuguese, Incan, Aztec, African, Spanish, Dutch, Japanese, French, and English
Fact Sheet: 

You will create a fact slide and sheet for your empire that includes the following information:  Below is what is required to be on your fact sheet….your fact slide will be up during the state summit as you introduce yourself.
· Political/bureaucratic structure of your empire
· How your empire was established

· How is your government organized?

· Religious make-up of your empire 

· The role of religion in the gov’t

· Commodities (what items did they produce for trade)
· How has your civilization changed due to the west?

· Trading partners

· How has global trade changed the basis of your economy?

· Social structure of your empire

· Labor systems used in your empire

· Gender relations in your empire

· Enemies of your empire

· Allies of your empire

· Technological accomplishments of your empire

· Greatest strengths and weaknesses of your empire.

· What are your empire’s greatest legacies?

Position Paper:
You will write a 2 page paper that clearly explains your empire’s position in the world.  You must identify:  who your most important trade partners are, who you formed trade contacts with, who you feel most threatened by, which other empire could you not survive without, and which other empire should be wiped off the map.
Map:
You must hand draw a map of your empire which shows its capital, its borders during the time period listed below, and areas that were conquered up to that point.
Summit:
We will have an international state building summit in class on our final exam day.  Your job will be to represent the interests of your empire.  You will each play the role historian/diplomat for your empire.  Your task as a group (during the conference only) will be to come to a consensus on a memorial commemorating the Early Modern Era.  You must decide which TWO empires should be represented in the memorial.  You should consider the following questions in making your decision:  Could the maritime powers of western Europe have been as successful without the earlier and concurrent success of land based empires in Eurasia?  What is the most important geographic region between 1580- 1680?  Which empire was the most successful in building and maintaining an empire and civilization?  
Grading
Your fact sheet, slide and map (take a picture or scan your map in) must be uploaded to the google link by Sunday, December 15th at 9pm.  When you upload to the drive please put in the title your empire and person.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gnr6TTeEayLNaguIZ9n4EK5wE1sgZTWW?usp=sharing
Your paper must be submitted to turnitin.com by 9pm on Sunday, December 15th.  

The grading will be out of 60 points with the breakdown as follows:  10 points for the fact sheet, 10 points for the information slide, 15 points for the position paper, 5 points for the map, and 20 points for the conference.  You must turn in a bibliography in APA format to get any credit attached to your paper.
Have fun!
PARTICIPANTS: You will be assigned one role and state/empire to represent.  
	Muslim Empires
Ottoman Empire
· Suleyman the Magnificent
· A Janissary
· The Vizier
Mughal Empire

· Emperor Akbar the Great
· Nur Jahan (wife of Jahangir)
· Emperor Aurangzeb
Safavid Empire
· Shah Abbas the Great
Africa & the Americas
Songhay
· Emperor Sunni Ali
Kingdom of Kongo
· King Afonso I (Nzinga Mbemba)
Aztec Empire
· Emperor Montezuma
Incan Empire


· Emperor Pachacuti

· Incan Priest 
Asante

· Osei Tuto

· Slave Trader

Mombassa

· East African Merchant

· Portuguese Merchant 

Zulu Empire

· Shaka Zulu

· Boer Settler 
	Asian Empires
Ming Empire
· Emperor Yongle 
Qing (Manchus) Empire
· Emperor Kangxi
· Neo-Confucian Scholar
Japan
· Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu
· A Daimyo
· Samurai Warrior 
Russian Empire
· Czar Peter the Great
· Czarina Catherine the Great

	European Empires
England
· Charles I
· Queen Elizabeth I
· English East India Company Official 
· Sir Francis Drake
Spanish Empire

· King Philip II
· Viceroy of Americas
· Bartolomé de las Casas
· Hernando Cortes
French Empire
· King Louis XIV
· French Noble
Netherlands 
· Dutch East India Trading Company

Portugal Empire
· Prince Henry the Navigator
· King Henry I
· African Slave in Brazil


