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Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Tripitaka:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chadragupta:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Asoka:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gupta Dynasty:__________________________________________________________________________________________________


The First Indian Empire

In 321 B.C., a young adventurer _________________________________ forged the first great Indian Empire. Chandragupta first gained power in the Ganges Valley. He then conquered northern India. 

Chandragupta maintained order through a well organized bureaucracy. The _____________________________ was effective but harsh. A brutal secret police reported on corruption, crime, and _____________________, that is, any differing or opposing ideas. Fearful of his many enemies, Chadnragupta had ________________
___________________________________________________ guard his palace. 

The most honored Maurya emperor was ____________________________________________________________________. A few years after becoming emperor in 268 B.C., Asoka fought a long, bloody war to conquer the Deccan region of Kalinga. 

Then, horrified at the slaughter—over 100,000 dead—Asoka turned his back on further conquests. He _______________________________________________________________________________, and resolved to rule by moral example. 

True to the Buddhist principle of respect for all life, Asoka became a vegetarian and limited Hindu animal sacrifices. He sent ______________________________________________________________________________________, to spread Buddhism across India and to Sri Lanka. 

Asoka had ______________________________________________________________________________________ and promising righteous government. On one, he proclaimed: “All people are my children, and just as I desire for my children that they should obtain welfare and happiness, both in this world and the next, so do I desire the same for all my people.” 

_______________________________________________________________________. By 185 B.C., the unity of the Maurya empire was shattered as rival princes battled for power across the northern plain of India. 

Adding to the turmoil, __________________________________ frequently pushed through the mountain passes into northern India. The divided northern kingdoms could not often resist such conquerors. 

Golden Age

Although many kingdoms flourished in the Deccan plateau, the most powerful Indian states rose in the north. About 500 years after the Mauryas, the __________________________________________________________. 

Gupta emperors organized a strong central government that promoted peace and prosperity. Under the Guptas, who ruled from A.D. 320 to about 550, India enjoyed __________________________________________
___________________________________________________. 

Gupta rule was probably looser than that of the Maurays. Much power was ______________________________
_________________________________________ and of city governments.

The Gupta’s also made advancements in the fields of science and mathematics. Gutpa mathematicians devised a simple system of writing numbers that is used today. The numerals are now called __________
______________________ because it was Arabs who carried them from India to the Middle East and Europe. 

Indian mathematicians originated the concept of _____________ and developed the ________________________
___________________________________________________, which we still use today. 

Gupta India was not a fair place for all as the status of women deteriorated in society. Women gradually _______________________________________________________________ and were married at a younger age. 

The custom of ____________was practiced in some parts of India. Sati involved the practice of a __________
___________________________________________________________________. The custom alleged to bestow honor and purity upon the widow. 

The Gupta empire reached its height just as the Roman empire in the west collapsed. Before long, Gupta India declined under the _____________________________________________________________________. 

From central Asia came the __________________________________________________________________ who overran the weakened Gupta empire, destroying its cities. Once again, India split into many kingdoms. It would see no great empire like those of the Maurays or Guptas for almost 1,000 years. 


