XII: World War II 1939-1945
Day 5: D-Day and The Holocaust
Objective: SWBAT: 


Key Vocabulary Terms:

Operation Overlord:______________________________________________________________
Anne Frank:____________________________________________________________________
Final Solution:__________________________________________________________________
Oskar Schindler:_________________________________________________________________
The Invasion of Italy

After Axis forces had been driven from North Africa, the Allies drove their armies into Italy. ________________________________(American General) emerged as a leader during this campaign as Benito Mussolini was driven from power, and Rome fell to the Allied forces after many months of struggle. 

Mussolini was eventually captured and shot by Italian rebels, as __________________________

______________________________ in June of 1944. 

Operation Overlord 

Victory in the Atlantic and air assaults on Germany paved the way for Operation Overlord—the long-awaited _____________________________________________________________.  
American _________________________________________ was the supreme commander of the invasion and led an enormous force of American, British, Canadian, and Polish troops. 

The Allies, prior to invasion, had put in place a system of dummy (fake) installations and false clues to convince the Germans that the invasion would take place near the __________________ on the English Channel 

Between 1942 and 1944, Germany built the Atlantic Wall- A system of concrete fortifications designed to stop the anticipated invasion of Nazi occupied France. 

Instead, _______________________________________________________________________. Nearly 5,000 troop transports, landing craft, and warships carried some 150,000 U.S., British, and Canadian soldiers across the English Channel. Overhead 23,000 paratroopers were dropped from planes behind German lines. 

The Germans had fortified the Normandy beaches with concrete bunkers, tank traps, and mines. The beaches resembled a giant fortress, but the Allied campaign of disinformation and distraction had done its job. ____________________________________________________ to the Germans at Normandy, because he still believed the main invasion was at Calais.  

The Allies had a difficult time moving up the beaches during the invasion, but after a couple of weeks were able to penetrate 20 miles into France by early July. Aided by the French Resistance, the Allies drove steadily eastward. They liberated Paris on August 25, 1944. By early September more than _____________________________________________________________________. Another Allied force drove northward through France from the Mediterranean. Meanwhile, Soviet troops pressed Germany from the east. 

The Holocaust 

Not even the savage fighting of D-Day prepared the Allies for the horror of the Holocaust, Nazi Germany’s ___________________________________________________________________. Germany’s Occupation of France and other countries in western Europe, as well as its attacks on Poland and the Soviet Union, put millions of additional Jews under German rule. 

In many Regions, special squads of German soldiers rounded up Jews and shot them. Elsewhere, ________________________________________________________________ Eventually many of these people were moved to concentration camps.  

In 1941 the Germans began constructing camps specifically for the purpose of genocide--the deliberate annihilation of an entire people. Hitler and senior Nazi officials called this extermination program the ______________________________________________________.  

Those that could fled to other countries. Some Jews hid from the Nazi’s in occupied territories. The most famous example of this was ___________________ who hid with her family in Amsterdam. Frank kept a running diary of her life in hiding for two years until she was eventually betrayed and sent to a concentration camp where she died of Typhus. 

Today, Frank’s diary is has been translated into _______________________________________ and sold more than 31 million copies. 

Many Jews were sent to major death camps such as ______________________, Treblinka, and Majdanek, in Poland. Jewish men, women, and children were transported to camps in sealed railroad cars. 

In some cases they were marched into rooms disguised as shower facilities and gassed and their bodies were cremated. Some _____________________________________________________—were murdered by the end of the war. 

The Nazis also killed hundreds of thousands of Gypsies, Poles, mentally disabled people, and religious and political prisoners. 

When the Allies liberated the death camps, ___________________________________________. 
The Nazi’s were able to do this genocide because they took advantage of a long history of anti-Semitism (anti-Jew) in Europe that stretched back to the Middle Ages. A flood of Nazi propaganda against Jews stirred up this anti-Semitism. 

Some non-Jews in Nazi-occupied countries either assisted the Nazis or failed to prevent them from sending Jewish citizens off to the death camps. Others, such as ______________________,  worked heroically to save the lives of Jews. 

