Section III: China and India 
Day 2: The Shang & The Zhou

S.W.B.A.T:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Yellow River:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Shang Di:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mandate of Heaven:________________________________________________________________________________________
Book of Songs:______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Geography of China

China was the __________________________________________________________________________________ you have studied so far. Long distances and barriers separated it from Egypt, the Middle East, and India. 

To the west and southwest of China, high mountain ranges—the Tien Shan and the Himalayas—and brutal deserts _____________________________________________________________________.      

The Chinese heartland lay along the east coast and the valleys of the _______________________________, and the Yangzi. In ancient times as today, these fertile farming regions supported the largest populations. 

Chinese history began in the Huang He valley, where Neolithic people learned to farm. As in other places, the _______________________________________________________ through large water projects, probably led to the rise of a strong central government. 

China Under the Shang

About 1650 B.C., a Chinese people called the Shang gained control of a corner of northern China, along the Huang He. The Shang dynasty _________________________________________________________________ 

During the Shang period, ________________________________________________________________. Shang society mirrored that in other early civilizations. Alongside the royal family was a class of noble warriors. Shang warriors used leather armor, bronze weapons, and horse drawn chariots. 

Most people in Shang China were ________________________. They clustered together in farming villages. Peasants led grueling lives. _______________________________________________________________, using stone tools to prepare the ground for planting or to harvest grain. 

When they were not in the fields, peasants had to repair the dikes. If war broke out between noble families, ________________________________________________________.  

Religious Beliefs

By Shang times, the Chinese had developed complex religious beliefs, many of which continued to be practiced for __________________________________________.  

The chief god was ___________________________ and a mother goddess who brought plants and animals to Earth. The king was seen as the link between the people and Shang Di.

The Chinese believed the universe reflected a delicate ________________________________________________

Yin was linked ______________________________________________________, while Yang stood for ______________
_______________________________________________. 

To the Chinese, the forces were not in opposition. Rather, the well-being of the universe depended on _______________________________________________________. For example, the king had to make the proper sacrifices to Heaven while at the same time taking practical steps to rule well. 

Shang Writing

Some of the oldest examples of Chinese writing are on ________________________. On animal bones or turtle shells, Shang priests ______________________ addressed to the gods or the spirit of an ancestor. 

Priests then heated the bone or shell until it cracked. By ______________________________________________
____________________ they provided answers or advice from the ancestors. 

The Zhou Dynasty

In 1027 B.C., the battle-hardened Zhou people marched out of their kingdom on the western frontier ______________________________________________. They set up the Zhou dynasty, which lasted until 256 B.C. 

To justify their rebellion against the Shang, the Zhou promoted the idea of the ____________________
________________________________________. The cruelty of the last Shang king, they declared, had so outraged the gods that they had sent ruin on him. 

The Chinese later expanded the idea of the Mandate of Heaven to explain the ______________________
_______________________________________.  

As long as a dynasty provided good government, it enjoyed the Mandate of Heaven. If the _______
____________________________________________, the Chinese belied that Heaven would withdraw its support. Floods, famine, or other catastrophes were taken as signs that a dynasty had lost the favor of Heaven.  

Chinese Achievements

By 1000 B.C., the Chinese had discovered how to ______________________________________________________
____________________________. Soon, the Chinese were cultivating both silkworms and the mulberry trees on which they fed. 

Women did the laborious work of tending the silkworms and processing the cocoons into thread. Then they _________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________. Only royalty and nobles could afford robes made from this luxurious silk. 

Under the Zhou, the Chinese ________________________________. They bound thin strips of wood or bamboo together and then carefully drew characters on the flat surface with a brush and ink. 

Among the greatest Zhou works is the ________________________________________. Many of its poems describe such events in the lives of farming people as planting and harvesting. 

Enter the Qin

Towards the end of the Zhou dynasty, rival factions broke out into civil war fighting for control of the country. ____________________________ was determined to end the divisions that had splintered Zhou China. He spent 20 years conquering most of the warring states, then, he centralized power with the help of his advisers. Using _______________________ as government policy, He started what would become _________________________________________________________.  

Shi Huangdi was harsh against his rivals and used brutal tactics to control his empire. _________________
__________________________________________________________ and appointed loyal officials to administer them. 

Shi Huangid’s most remarkable and costly achievement was ___________________. Hundreds of thousands of laborers worked for years to build a wall around his empire. Many workers died in the harsh weather conditions to construct this great achievement. Over the centuries, the wall was ______________
______________________________________. Eventually, it snaked for thousands of miles across northern China.  

Shi Huangdi thought his empire would last forever. But when he died in 210 B.C., anger over heavy taxes, forced labor, and cruel policies _______________________________________________. As Qin power collapsed, _____________________, an illiterate peasant leader, defeated rival armies and founded the 
new _______________________. Like earlier Chinese rulers, Liu Bang claimed that his power was based on the Mandate of Heaven. 

The Han

The Han dynasty used ______________________________________________________________________. They believed that government leaders should set a good example, and the people would follow their lead. The Han lowered taxes and eased the Qin emperor’s harsh Legalist policies. 

The most famous Han emperor, __________________ took China to new heights. During his long reign from 141 B.C. to 87 B.C., he strengthened the government and economy. Wudi furthered economic growth by improving canals and roads. 

Han emperors adopted the idea that government officials should win positions _________________________
_________________________________. To find the most qualified officials, they set up a system of exams. In time, these _____________________________________ were given at the local, provincial, and national levels. To pass, candidates studied the Confucian classics.
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