XII: World War II 1939-1945
Day 2: The War Begins
Objective: SWBAT: 


Key Vocabulary Terms:
Rape of Nanking:____________________________________________________________________

Axis Powers:_______________________________________________________________________

Appeasment:_______________________________________________________________________

Allied Powers:______________________________________________________________________

Lend-Lease:________________________________________________________________________

Germany Rearms

Hitler used tight control over German industry to rearm the country (build the military back up), which was ____________________________________________________________.  

The treaty stated that the German army could not exceed 100,000 troops. When Hitler came to power he deliberately violated this part of the treaty, and began expanding the German armed forces.  

Violation of Versailles

Hitler continued to violate the Versailles treaty when he _____________________________________ in 1936 (according to the treaty no German soldiers could not be placed in this strip of land). 
Two Years later they moved German troops into Austria. After this, Hitler turned his attention to the ____________________________. This was a region of western Czechoslovakia, where more than 3 million German-speaking people lived. 

Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia turn over the region to Germany. Czechoslovakia refused Hitler’s demand. 

Militarists in Japan

As German aggression threatened Europe, Japanese expansion loomed in Asia. Japan was under the control of military men who _________________________________________________________ and become an imperialist power. 

At the head of the Japanese government was the ____________________________________, who in reality had little power, as military leaders behind the scenes pulled the strings. Regardless, Japanese civilians were taught that the Emperor was a living god. 

In 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria and began rapidly building up its armed forces. In 1937 Japan ____________________________ launching devastating bombing raids against Chinese cities. 

In December 1937, Japanese troops brutally assaulted and occupied the Chinese city of Nanking. The rapes and murders that soon took place in the city under Japanese control became known as ________
_______________________________. 
Choosing Sides

In 1936 the rest of Europe trembled when Germany and Italy formed a military alliance known as the _________________________..Japan would later join the Alliance. 

In 1938 Hitler was threatening to seize the Sudetenland (part of Czechoslovakia) when the major leaders of Europe tried to avoid war when they met at the _____________________________.  

At this conference British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, and French premier Edouard Dalandier adopted a policy of ________________________, or giving in to Hitler’s demands as to avoid another World War. Hitler was given the Sudetenland, and he promised not to seek any more territory. 

Many politicians underestimated Hitler’s expansionist goals. They believed that Hitler sought only to fix what he considered wrongs created by the Treaty of Versailles. 

Other politicians, such as the next Prime Minister of Great Britain ____________________________, feared that appeasement would encourage Hitler to seize additional territory. This would turn out to be the case. 

Germany’s aggression continued after the Munich agreement. In 1939 Hitler’s armies occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia. Hitler also proposed to move troops into the Polish port city of Danzig, but the Poles refused. That same year, Italian troops invaded Albania on April 7th. 

Recognizing that Hitler could not be appeased, Britain and France announced that they would ______

__________________________________________________. They asked the Soviet Union to do the same. Instead, on August 23, 1939, Joseph Stalin signed a ___________________________________ with Adolf Hitler. This essentially was a peace treaty between the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany and said that Poland would be split between the two. 

On September 1, 1939, German bombers and armored tanks invaded Poland. Two days later, Britain and France—who became known as the ________________________ (along with later the United States, and Soviet Union), declared war on Germany. World War II had begun. 

Meanwhile, Soviet troops invaded Poland from the east, occupied Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, and demanded the right to establish military bases in Finland. When Finland refused, the Soviet Union attacked the small nation and soon annexed part of its territory. 

U.S. Response

Three weeks after the German invasion of Poland, President Roosevelt urged Congress to amend the neutrality act that barred the export of military supplies. _____________________________________

________________ from the United States but required that the goods be shipped on foreign vessels. 

In 1940 Roosevelt ran for reelection and promised that “there would be no blackout of peace in the United States” when he promised to keep the country out of the war. Roosevelt was elected to an unprecedented ________________________________________.  

By the end of 1940, a variety of needed war materials flowed from ___________________________

___________________. The British, however, had little cash to pay for them. Roosevelt proposed that the United States lend or lease arms and other supplies to the Allies. 

Congress passed the ___________________________ in March 1941. It essentially gave $7 billion for ships, planes, thanks, and other supplies to non-Axis countries. 

