Section III: China and India 
Day 1: The Aryans

S.W.B.A.T:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Himalayas:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Aryans:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vedas:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Castes:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Indra:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cities of the Indus Valley

The Indus Valley is located in the region known as South Asia or the subcontinent of India. A subcontinent ___________________________________________________________________________________.  

The Indian subcontinent is a huge, wedge-shaped peninsula extending into the Indian Ocean. Today it includes __________________________________________________________________________— India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

Towering, snow-covered mountain ranges mark the northern border of the subcontinent, including the ____________________________________________. These mountains limited contacts with other lands and helped India develop a distinct culture. 

Today, as in the past, a defining feature of Indian life is the ______________________________________. Each year, people welcomed the rains that are desperately needed to water crops. 

India’s _________________________________________________________________________________. Many groups of people, with differing languages and traditions, settled in different parts of India. 

At times, ambitious rulers conquered much of the subcontinent creating empires, yet the ____________________________________________________________________.  

Indus Valley Civilization

The earliest Indian civilization is a little bit mysterious. It had two main cities, _______________
_____________________________________________. Each was dominated by a massive hilltop structure, probably a fortress or temple. 

Scholars think that the _____________________________________________________ when nomadic people arrived in larger numbers and conquered the territory. 

The newcomers were the ___________________, who had horse drawn chariots and superior weapons. The Aryans overran the Indus region. 

Aryan Civilization

The Aryans were among many groups of __________________________________________________ who migrated across Europe and Asia seeking water and pasture for their horses and cattle.

The early Aryans built no cities and left no statues or stone seals. Most of what we known about them comes from the ___________________________________________________________, and other religions teachings. 

Aryan priests ______________________________ the Vedas for a thousand years before they were written down. As a result, the period from 1500 B.C. to 500 B.C. is often called the ____________
___________________.

In the Vedas, the Aryans appear as _________________________________________________________________
__________________________. They loved eating, drinking, music, chariot races, and dice games.

These nomadic herders _______________________, which provided them with food and clothing. Later, when they became settled farmers, families continued to measure their wealth in cows and bulls. 

From the Vedas, we learn that the Aryans divided people by occupation. The three basic groups were the ________________________, or priests; the ______________________, or warriors; and the _____________________ or herders, farmers, artisans, and merchants. 

At first, warriors enjoyed the highest prestige, ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________. Their power grew because Brahmins claimed that they alone could conduct the ceremonies needed to win the favor of the gods. 

The Aryans _________________________________ into a fourth group, the ___________________. This group included farmworkers, servants, and other laborers who occupied the lowest level of society. 

During the Vedic age, ___________________________came to reflect social and economic roles more than ethnic differences between Aryans and non-Aryans.

 As these changes occurred, they gave rise to a more complex system of _______________________
__________________________________ into which people are born and which they cannot change. 

Aryan Religious Beliefs

The Vedas show that the Aryans were polytheistic. They worshiped gods and goddesses that embodied natural forces such as sky and sun, storm and fire. Fierce ____________________________ was the chief Aryan deity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other major gods included _________________, the god of order and creation and _________________, the god of fire. The Aryans also honored animals, such as monkey gods and snake gods. 


