XII: World War II 1939-1945
Day 1: The Rise of Hitler and Mussolini
Objective: SWBAT: 


Key Vocabulary Terms:

Isolationism:____________________________________________________________________
Mein Kampf:____________________________________________________________________
Fascist Party:___________________________________________________________________
Nuremburg Laws: _______________________________________________________________
Kristallnacht:___________________________________________________________________
Legacies of World War I

More than 8 million people, including more than 112,000 Americans died fighting in the Great War (World War I). Few Americans believed that the war made the world “safe for Democracy” or was worth the cost. 

Americans worried about being dragged into another foreign conflict. This led to a policy of _______________________ or withdrawal from world Affairs in the 1920s, and 1930s.

At the end of World War I Germany was forced to accept responsibility for starting the war, and pay over 32 billion dollars in ________________________ to the victors in the ______________

________________________. The Germans bitterly condemned the reparations as too harsh. 

During this time period Germany was going through a depression worse than the United States, as their country had been ruined by World War I. 

The Rise of Extremism 

With his country near financial collapse, one particularly angry German World War I veteran sought someone to blame. ________________ had survived a poison gas attack during World War I and remained convinced that ______________, not the German army, were responsible for Germany losing the war. 

Feeling betrayed, Hitler Joined a radical political organization and hatched a plot to overthrow the German government in 1923. The Plot failed and __________________________________.  

While in prison, Hitler wrote a book titled ______________________________, which laid out his plans to restore German power. Hitler ____________________________________________

____________________ for Germany’s decline. 

Hitler’s views won him many supporters, particularly among those who had lost everything during Germany’s depression. He was eventually pardoned and released from jail on December 20, 1924. He quickly became involved in politics and plotted to gain control of Germany.  

Trouble in Italy 

Although Italy had been on the winning side when World War I ended, many Italians felt they had not benefited from the Treaty of Versailles. Thousands of Italian veterans were unable to find jobs. 

To promote his own rise to power, __________________ founded the _____________________ in 1921. The Fascists believed that a military-dominated government should control all aspects of society. 

In 1921 Mussolini led an army of his followers, named __________________ for the color of their uniforms, in a march on Rome, The Fascists occupied the city. 

The Italian king appointed Mussolini prime minister and granted him dictatorial powers. Once in power, Mussolini ________________________________________________, arrested political opponents, and restricted voting rights. Acting on a pledge to make Italy an imperial power, Mussolini sent Italian forces into the African nation of Ethiopia in 1935. 

Stalin in the Soviet Union

By the early 1920s Vladimir Lenin, leader of the Soviet Union, died. His death started a struggle for power among Communist Party leaders as to who would replace him. Using underhanded tactics and even organizing the assassination of his enemies, ____________________________ eventually emerged as the nation’s leader.

Driven by ambition, Stalin turned the Soviet Union into a _______________________, a country where the government has complete control of everything. 

Stalin used the Soviet Union’s powerful ______________ to crush (and kill) his opposition and force his policies on the Soviet people. It is estimated that by the end of World War II, Stalin had as many as 30 million of his own people. 

Hitler in Germany

In 1932 Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist Party, or ___________________, won nearly 40 percent of the vote in national elections. Hitler was given power by government officials when he became Chancellor of Germany the next year. 

Hitler’s called his government the __________________ (the Third Empire), and claimed dictatorial powers. Hitler prohibited Jews and non-Nazis from holding government positions, outlawed strikes, and made military service mandatory. 

The ________________________________ under the command of Heinrich Himmler served as Hitler’s personal body guards. Throughout the 1930’s, the SS grew into one of the largest and most powerful organizations in the Third Reich. 

Meanwhile, Hitler’s ______________________, or hatred of Jews, became official government policy. In 1935 the Nazi Party instituted the ________________________, which deprived Jews of their German citizenship and authorized the destruction of Jewish property. 

Gradually the oppression of Jews increased. On November 9, 1938, Nazi thugs burned down synagogues and destroyed Jewish businesses. This event was known as _____________________

______________________________________________.  

Those Jewish families that could, fled the country. Hundreds of writers artists, and scientists came to the United States (including Albert Einstein), although many Jews had no place to turn. 
