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Chapter 31 Study Questions
Western Society and Eastern Europe in the Decades of the Cold War
· On a separate sheet of paper (you may use the back of your packet if there is room), define all the key terms in your reading.

· Answer the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  You should summarize.  Do not try to copy your entire text!!!

Summary of Major Ideas:  
· Both western and eastern Europe were devastated by WWII but the USSR soon emerged as a superpower rivaling the US.  
· Eastern Europe was dominated by the soviets for 45 years after the war while western Europe followed the model of the US.  
· Only the west showed strong economic recovery in the years following the war.  
· A consumer culture arose, women reached new heights of equality and democracy was firmly established
· In eastern Europe, advances in industrial capability were balanced by repression from the Communist system
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1. Describe the following areas of change in Western Europe after WWII and decolonization:

a. Internal political structures:

b. International relationships:

c. Economies:

2. Describe the general trend in decolonization from the 1940s to 1970s.  What areas were exceptions?  

3. What was the cold war?  

4. What was the eastern bloc?  What did Winston Churchill’s term “iron curtain” mean?  

5. What was the Marshall Plan?  In what way was it intended to prevent the spread of Communism?  

6. What were NATO and the Warsaw Pact?  

7. Describe the governments that developed in Western Europe after WWII.  Identify some of the countries that experienced the most significant change.  

8. What ideas and issues were the sources of protest in the 1960s and 1970s?  
9. Describe the reasons for the rise of Conservative parties in the West in the 1970s.  What impacts did this increase in conservatism have?  

10. Describe the development of the European Union.  What impact has the development of the EU had on Europe?  
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11. What was the Truman Doctrine?  

12. Describe US involvement in the Korean War. 

13. Describe US intervention in Latin America in the Cold War era. 
14. What was “containment?”

15. How did the war in Vietnam impact the political and military makeup of the US?

16. Provide two examples of the interventionist policies of the Reagan and Bush (#1) administrations.  

17. Describe some of the changes in culture and society in the West.  

18. How were social classes changed over time in the West during the postwar era?  
19. Summarize some of the key changes in the lives of women in the West in the postwar era.  

20. Identify the role each played in the postwar feminist movement:

a. WWII and employment:

b. The right to vote

c. Education:  

d. control over decisions with regard to marriage and # of children:

e. Simone de Beauvoir

f. Betty Friedan

21. What continuities remained in the lives of women even after the “new feminism?”

22. Discuss some of the changes in each of the following areas of culture in the West:

a. Scientific discovery:

b. Education:  

c. Art

d. Film

e. Economics
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23. How did the Soviet Union become a “superpower?”

24. Describe the soviet impact on Eastern European culture and society.  

25. Describe the ways in which Stalin’s political and social structure impacted the rights and prospects of the average Soviet citizen.  

26. Describe the impact of communism on Soviet society in:

a. Religion:

b. Education:

c. Art and literature:

d. Science:

27. How did soviet economic policies impact: 

a. Individual private initiative

b. Consumer goods

c. Industrialization

d. The environment

28. How did de-Stalinization impact Soviet society?  

29. Discuss some of the real problems faced by Soviet society in the 1960s.  

30. Summarize the GLOBAL CONNECTIONS:  

