
What are the two basic themes of the three great classical civilizations?

What time period did the classical civilizations experience a decline?

EXPANSION AND INTEGRATION
What did Lao-zi, Buddha and Socrates have in common?

How did each try to achieve integration as they expanded their territory?

BEYOND THE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS
What was the main agent of diffusion from the classical regions to out-lying regions?

What was diffused from the classical civilizations most often?

What caused ways of life not to spread south from the Sahara easily?

What philosophy united the Japanese?

When did Japan start having influential contact with China?

What ancient culture influenced Central America?

To what degree did people migrate over the ocean?

How did the Central Asian herding peoples aid the major classical civilizations?

DECLINE IN CHINA AND INDIA
Where/What nomadic groups did all classical civilizations ultimately suffer invasion from?

What was the weakness of the Indian government?

Why was the Chinese bureaucracy weakened?

What was maintained as China came out of the time of chaos from earlier dynasties?

DECLINE AND FALL IN ROME
Describe the state of the economy as Rome fell.

How was the Roman government not meeting the needs of the people and trying to compensate/or not?

What measures did Constantine attempt to unify the empire and get it back under imperial control?

Why was Rome’s fall more severe and lasting than China and India’s?

What was the name of the Eastern portion that continued in-tact for 1000 more years?

What empires preserved the Persian culture?

THE NEW RELIGIOUS MAP

What two religions saw expansion during this period of decline?

What was going on that spurred rapid conversion?

BUDDHISM
How did the Buddhism change as it spread into China?

How did the Mahayana sect of Buddhism change it from a philosophy to more of a religion?

Describe the syncretism that took place to reconcile the tenets of Buddhism with the Chinese way of life.

CHRISTIANITY
What region did Christianity have its most influence?

Where did Christianity copy its organization from?

How is Christianity different from Buddhism?

What made Christianity appealing during the fall of the Roman Empire?
ISLAM
When was it founded?
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