
How is the focus in India different than in China?

What do most people do?

What created a “localist” flavor (society revolving around the village)?

THE FRAMEWORK FOR INDIAN HISTORY: GEOGRAPHY AND A FORMATIVE PERIOD
What civilizations impacted India the most?  What direction did they come from?

What made political unity difficult?

What climatic phenomena heavily impacted India?
What group of people provided formative changes to India during the Vedic/Epic Age?

What was their first literary language?  List their famous poems and epics.

What was the original purpose of the caste system?

Which caste was responsible for the most menial labor tasks?

The Aryan’s Indo-European religion developed into what religion?

Who introduced a more mystical version of this religion?

PATTERNS IN CLASSICAL INDIA
What are the two major empires of India’s classical period?
When did it enter into its classical phase (leave its formative phase)?

Who would you describe the rise and fall of India’s empires compared to others?

What did Chandragupta borrow from the Persian model in order to unite a large portion of India?
What were the two faces of Ashoka?

What did Ashoka do in order to bind his empire and improve trade?

What caused Ashoka’s government to have a lasting effect?

What differing approach did the Gupta’s use to create their empire?

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
What provided the structure for India?

What stood in the way of a politically unified India?

Explain the rigid-ness of the caste system.
What prevented the institution of slavery from arising?

What provides the cement for Indian culture?
RELIGION AND CULTURE
How was Hinduism able to meet the needs of a diverse India?
What is all living spirits part of?

What provided for moral consequences and provided for everyone doing their designated roles in society?
How did Hinduism provide hope for the lower castes?

What aspects of Hinduism did Buddha disagree with?

Who was the only major ruler to spread Buddhism in India?

Where did Buddhism spread to?
List some of their achievements.

What is their Buddhist shrines called?

ECONOMY AND SOCIETY
To what extent did Indians/Hindus feel women were inferior?
What is the link between daughters and economics?
What was the status of women in India in respect to China?
Where do merchants enjoy a higher value, India or China?
IN DEPTH—INEQUALITY AS THE SOCIAL NORM
How did the Greeks and Chinese go outside the social norm?

INDIAN INFLUENCE
Who was dominant in the Indian Ocean trade at this point?

What areas/regions did the Indian Ocean connect?

How did India influence China?

Chapter 3 Reading Guide


Classical Civilization: India









2

