
What are the positive and negative things about China’s location?

What is the most ancient philosophy in China?  Understand its basic tenets.

PATTERNS IN CLASSICAL CHINA
What kind of things would cause a dynasty to decline?

How did the Zhou Dynasty rule? Who was this method similar to?  (who had the power)

Why did they use this method?

What were some positive contributions of the Zhou?

What is the significance of Confucius?
What is the era of the fall of Zhou referred to?
Who gained control of China and formed the Qin Dynasty?

How did he handle the problems of feudalism?

What did Qin Shi Huangdi do to prevent northern invasions (instead of relying on alliances)?
What did Shi Huangdi do to promote a strong central government and economy?
Though Qin Shi Huangdi did things to improve upon the Zhou, what caused this to be a short lived dynasty?  
What dynasty arose that came in contact with India, the Parthians and kept the strong central government of the Qin? 
What things changed or were improved upon (politically, philosophy)?

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

China’s bureaucracy started with a tight knit and extended families.  Describe.
What other things were centralized under the government? 

How did Wu Ti make sure he had the best government bureaucrats?

What did the Chinese government spend most of its time on compared to what?

How did they regulate the economy?  

How did the Chinese get things done? Did they have slaves?  

Describe the extent and legacy of the Chinese bureaucracy.  

RELIGION AND CULTURE
What are the upper-class values?  

Describe the basic religious rituals?
What was the alternative to Confucianism? What did it advocate?
What was a weakness of Confucianism?
What class was Confucianism most popular and why?
What was not necessary in Daoism to achieve a good life that was necessary in Confucianism?
What was a basis of the civil service exam?
Describe classic Chinese art.
What scientific advances did the Chinese make?
ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

Describe the social structure (who is included and what do they do).
Who benefited the most of trade (or who wanted the stuff)?

What helped facilitate trade?
How was the merchant class viewed?
Name achievements.
What was the main sector of the Chinese economy?

Describe family life.
CONCULSION
What was the one thing that pulled together or characterized classic China?

How did they view themselves and those around them?
What was their view of cultural diffusion?
What was the one exception to their view of cultural diffusion?
How was their view of science related their religion?
What private matters supported their unified government?

What conflict kept there from being one unified philosophy?
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