Worst Case Scenario
AP Essays

· Only use these strategies If:

· You run out of time.

· You are basically clueless about the topic.

· You have yet to master the AP essay format evidenced by at least scores of 4s or 5s on previous essays.
Compare/Contrast (possible 5 points)
· Begin writing a third the way down the page.

· Leave space to go back and write a simple thesis later if you can.

· The similarities between X and Y are….

· The differences between X and Y are …

· Give very specific details/examples.

· Listing the similarities and differences can potentially get you 2 points for addressing all parts of the question: compare and contrast.

· Explain the why and how of the similarities and differences.

· This can potentially get you the point for analyzing the reason for a similarity or difference in a direct comparison.

· Use the term – “Both X and Y ….”

· This could possibly get you the point for direct comparison between societies. 

· Go back and add a simple thesis at the beginning of the page for 1 possible point.

· Basically, you will have two-three paragraphs: one-sentence thesis paragraph or O’Day thesis paragraph if you can pull it together, one paragraph of similarities, and one paragraph of differences.

DBQ (possible 4 points)
· Begin writing a third the way down the page.

· Leave space to go back and write a simple thesis later if you can.

· Group the DOCs.

· Documents 3, 4, and 6 all address the political situation.

· Documents 1, 2, 5, 7, and 8 all address the economic situation.

· You may get the grouping DOCs point.

· Give the POV on three DOCs.

· You should get POV point.

· Identify the additional DOC needed and tell why.

· You should get the additional DOC point.

· Go back and add a simple thesis at the beginning of the page for 1 possible point.

· Basically, you will have three-four paragraphs: one-sentence thesis paragraph or O’Day thesis paragraph if you can pull it together, one paragraph where DOCs are grouped, one paragraph discussing POVs, and one paragraph identifying the additional DOC needed.

CCOT (possible 5 points)

· Begin writing a third the way down the page.

· Leave space to go back and write a simple thesis later if you can.

· The changes in _______ were ________, ___________, and __________.

· ______________ was continuous during the period of ______.

· This could get you 2 points for addressing all parts of the question.

· Answer why things changed to get the analysis of process point.

·  “The world historical connection was ________.

· Explain the connection to get 1 additional point. 

· Go back and add a simple thesis at the beginning of the page for 1 possible point.

· Basically, you will have three-four paragraphs: one-sentence thesis paragraph or O’Day thesis paragraph if you can pull it together, one paragraph of changes, one paragraph of continuities, and one paragraph identifying the world historical connection.

