Section VII: Africa, East Asia, and the Renaissance
Day 3: Japan and the Renaissance Begins

S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Archipelago:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Uji:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Shogun:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Samurai:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Patrons:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan

Japan is located on an _________________________________________, about 100 miles off the Asian mainland and east of the Korean peninsula. In terms of size, Japan is about as big as the state of Montana, but __________________________________________________________________________________. As a result, most people settled in narrow river valleys and along the coastal plains. A mild climate and sufficient rainfall, however, helped Japanese farmers make the most of limited farming land. 

The surrounding seas have both _______________________________________________________. It was close enough to the mainland to learn from Korea and China, but too far away for the Chinese to conquer. Japan thus had greater freedom to accept or reject Chinese influences than did other East Asian lands. 

The people we know today as the Japanese probably migrated form the Asian mainland more than 2,000 years ago. Early Japanese society was divided into ______________________. Each uji had its own chief and a special god or goddess who was seen as the clan’s original ancestor. Some clan leaders were women, suggesting that _____________________________________________________________________________.  

Japan eventually turned to a feudalistic system ____________________________________________________________ during the Middle Ages. While the emperor was recognized as the highest power, rival clans battled for control of the countryside. As in the feudal world of medieval Europe, a warrior aristocracy dominated Japanese society. 

In theory, the emperor stood at the head of Japanese feudal society. In reality he was a powerless, though revered, figurehead. Real power lay in the hands of ________________________________________________
__________________________. 

Often the shogun controlled only a small part of Japan. He distributed lands to vassal lords who agreed to support him with their armies in time of need. These great warrior lords were later called daimyo. They in turn, granted land to lesser warriors called _______________________________________________. Samurai were the fighting aristocracy of war-torn Japan. 

Like medieval Christian knights in Europe, samurai were heavily armed and trained in the skills of fighting. They also developed their own code of values. Known as _________________________________________
_______________________________ the code emphasized honor, bravery, and absolute loyalty to one’s lord. 

The true samurai was supposed to have no fear of death. A samurai who betrayed the code of bushido was expected to commit _________________________________________, rather than live without honor. 

During the feudal age, most fighting took place between rival warlords, but the Mongol conquest of China and Korea also threatened Japan. When the Japanese refused to accept Mongol rule, Kublai Khan launched an invasion from Korea in 1274. After a fleet carrying 30,000 troops arrived, __________
_____________________________________________________.

In 1281, the Mongols landed an even larger invasion force, but again a typhoon destroyed much of the Mongol fleet. The Japanese credited their miraculous delivery to the _________________________________. Mongol failure reinforced the Japanese sense that they were a people who enjoyed special protection from the gods. 

Between 1338 and 1600, Japan was engulfed with fighting between rival clans. Gradually, several powerful warriors united large parts of Japan. In 1600, the ________________________________________________ came to power and would rule the nation until 1868.

The Tokugawa shoguns were determined to end feudal warfare, and created a unified, orderly society. The Tokugawa shogunate ______________________________________________________________. Trade flourished, merchants prospered, and prosperity contributed to a flowering of culture. 

In the 1500s, Japan faced a new wave of foreign influence. The shogun at first welcomed the outsiders, then moved to sever foreign ties. ______________________________________________________________. When the United States navy steamed into Japan in 1854 contact with the outside world was finally reestablished. 

The Start of the Renaissance

The Renaissance _______________________, then spread north to the rest of Europe. Italy was the birthplace of the Renaissance for several reasons. The Renaissance was marked by _____________________
__________________________________________________.  

Italy differed from the rest of Europe in other ways. Its cities survived the Middle Ages. In the north, city-states like ______________________________________________________________ grew into prosperous centers of trade and manufacturing. _________________, in central Italy, and _________________, in the south along with a number of smaller city-states, also contributed to the Renaissance cultural revival. 

A ____________________________________________________ in these city-states further promoted the cultural rebirth. These merchants exerted both political and economic leadership, and their attitudes and interests helped to shape the Italian Renaissance. They stressed education and individual achievement. They also spent huge sums of money to support the arts and ______________________________
_________________________________. 

______________________, perhaps more than any other city, came to symbolize the energy and brilliance of the Italian Renaissance. Like the ancient city of Athens, it produced a dazzling number of gifted poets, artists, architects, scholars, and scientists in a short span of time. 

In the 1400s, ______________________________________organized a successful banking business. Before long, the family expanded into other industries ranking among the richest merchants in all of Europe. This money translated into cultural and political power. The Medici family became generous _______________
____________________________________________. 

The Renaissance became a time of creativity and change in many areas—________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________. Perhaps most important, however were the changes that took place in the way people viewed themselves and their world.  









