Section VII: Africa, East Asia, and the Renaissance
Day 2: East Asia

S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Tang:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Song:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Yuan:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ming:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Dynasty’s in China 

After the fall of the Han dynasty in 220, China ______________________________________________________________. During these years farm production expanded and technology slowly improved. Buddhism spread, while learning and the arts continued.

Meanwhile, various dynasties rose and fell in the south. During the brief ________________________________, the emperor Sui Wendi reunited the north and south. But China was not restored to its earlier glory until the emergence of ___________________________________ in 618.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first Tang emperor, Li Yuan, was a general under the Sui Dynasty. When the Sui began to crumble, his ambitious 16-year-old son, Li Shimin, urged him to lead a revolt. Father and son crushed all rivals and ________________________________________________________.  

Eventually Li Shimin compelled his aging father to step down and took the throne himself, taking the name of _______________________. He would eventually go on to become China’s _____________________________. 

Later Tang rulers carried empire building to new heights, conquering territories deep into Central Asia. Chinese armies forced the neighboring lands of _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________.  

These states remained independent, but their rulers had to acknowledge Chinese supremacy and ______________________________________ to the Tang Emperor. At the same time, students form Korea and Japan traveled to the Tang capital to learn about Chinese government, law, and arts. 

Tang rulers, such as ____________________________, helped restore the Han system of uniform government throughout China. They rebuilt the bureaucracy and enlarged the civil service system to recruit talented officials trained in Confucian philosophy. They also _________________________________ to prepare male students for the exams and developed a flexible new law code. 

Tang emperors gained the support of the peasants through a system of ________________________. That is, they broke up large agricultural holdings and _____________________________________________ to the peasants. 

Under the Tang, a system of canals encouraged internal trade and transportation. The Grand Canal linked the _____________________________________________________. As a result, food grown in the south could be shipped to the capital in the north. At the time, the _______________________ was the longest waterway ever dug by human labor. 

Like earlier dynasties the Tang eventually weakened. Corruption, high taxes, drought, famine, and rebellions all contributed to the fall of the Tang and the ____________________________________________. 

The Song ruled 319 years, slightly longer than the Tang; however, the Song controlled less territory. In addition, the Song faced the ________________________________________________________________. 

Despite military setbacks, the Song period was a ________________________. Chinese wealth and culture dominated East Asia even when its armies did not. Under the Song, foreign trade flourished. Merchants arrived from India, Persia and Arabia. 

The Mongols and the Ming

The Mongols were a nomadic people who grazed their horses and sheep on the steppes of Central Asia. Rival Mongol clans spent much of their time warring with one another. In the early 1200s, however, a brilliant Mongol chieftain united these warring tribes. This chieftain took the name ____________________________________________________. 

Genghis Kahn imposed strict military discipline and demanded absolute loyalty. His highly trained, mobile armies had ____________________________________________________________________________________________. He could be cruel massacring an entire city, yet he also could be generous, rewarding the bravery of a single fighter. 

Ghenghis Khan did not live to complete the conquest of China. His heirs, however, continued to expand the Mongol empire. For the next 150 years, they dominated much of Asia. Their furious assaults toppled empires and spread destruction from _____________________________________________________. in the Middle East and China. 

Ghenghis Khan’s son, ______________________, created the _________________________ that ruled much of modern day China, Mongolia, and its surrounding areas. The Yuan dynasty declined after the death of Kublai Khan. Finally, Zhu Yanzhang, a peasant leader, forged a rebel army that toppled the Mongols. In 1368 he founded a new Chinese dynasty, which he called the _______________________________________.  

Early Ming rulers sought to reassert Chinese greatness after years of foreign rule by the Mongols. Ming China was immensely productive. Huge rice farms fed the peasants, while cities became home to many industries, including _________________________________________________________.  

Ming rulers also sent Chinese fleets into distant waters on missions of explorations. The most extraordinary of these overseas ventures were the voyages of the ________________________________________. 
Between 1405 and 1433, Zheng He explored the coasts of Southeast Asia and India and the entrances to the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. He also dropped anchor and visited many ports in East Africa. 

In 1433, the year Zheng He died, the Ming emperor suddenly _____________________________________________
______________________. Later, ships with more than two masts were forbidden. Zhen He’s huge ships were retired and rotted away. 

China halted overseas exploration, and ___________________________________________________ with Christopher Columbus’ voyage 60 years later. Why did the Chinese stop exploring? Many historians are unsure. We can only wonder how the course of history might have changed if the Chinese had continued the explorations they had begun under the Ming. 











