Section VII: Africa, East Asia, and the Renaissance
Day 1: African History

S.W.B.A.T:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Vocabulary Terms: 
Sahara Desert:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bantu:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mansa Musa:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Timbuktu:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Geography and Migration

After Asia, Africa is _______________________________________________, covering one fifth of all of the Earth’s land surface. Africa’s most populated climate zone is the ________________________, or grassy plain. Other features include rain forests and massive deserts. 

The biggest desert in Africa is the _______________________. The size and harsh terrain of the Sahara severely limit movement because of the low levels of drinking water. Two products, ___________________, dominated the Sahara trade. 

Over thousands of years, ________________________ contributed to the rich diversity of peoples in Africa. Between the years 1000 B.C. and 1000 A.D. African farmers and herders migrated to the south and east. Like the Indo-European peoples of Europe and Asia, these West African people spoke a variety of languages that derived from the root language ________________.  

As people migrated across Africa, they ______________________________________________ and developed a diversity of cultures. While some were nomadic cattle herders, others cultivated grain or root crops. In several regions, farming people built great empires. 

Over thousands of years, Bantu-speaking peoples _______________________________________. With them, they carried farming skills and knowledge of ironworking to its many regions. Wherever these people settled, they adapted to local environments and absorbed ideas from the peoples they encountered. 

Because food was scarce, hunting-gathering people lived in _______________________________________________
__________________. However, their knowledge of the natural world was astounding. They could track animals across long distances and identify the food and healing properties of many different plants.  

Kingdoms of West Africa

As farming and trade prospered, cities developed on the northern edges of the savanna. Strong rulers gained control of the most profitable trade routes and ___________________________________________________.  

By 800 A.D., the rulers of the __________________ people had united many farming villages to create the ______________________________. Ghana was located between  the Niger and Senegal rivers. From there, the king controlled gold-salt trade routes across West Africa. 

The Ghana Empire had a large army of cavalry and archers to defend its trade routes. __________________ the ancient capital of Ghana, was the most powerful trading center in West Africa from about 800 to 1050 A.D. 

Gold was plentiful in southern Ghana, but salt was scare. At one time, ____________________________________ in Ghana; a pound of salt was traded for a pound of gold. By the 8th century large populations of ______________________lived throughout northern Africa and began to influence the Kingdom of Ghana. 

Muslims eventually introduced their written language, coinage, business methods, and styles of architecture to Ghana. The king _________________________________________________________________, gradually absorbing Muslim military technology. 

Around 1050, the Ghana Kingdom began to unravel. They were eventually swallowed up by a rising new power, the West African _________________________________.  

The Kingdom of Mali replaced Ghana as the new power in West Africa. Mali is an Arab version of the Mandinka word meaning _____________________________________________. The Greatest emperor of Mali was _________________________ who came to the throne around 1312. 

Mansa Musa expanded Mali’s borders westward to the Atlantic Ocean and pushed northward to conquer many cities. During his 25 year reign, he worked to ensure peace and order in his empire. He eventually ______________________________________ and based his system of justice on the Quran. 

In 1324, Mansa Musa fulfilled one of the Five Pillars of Islam by making the hajj, ________________________
______________________________________. Through his pilgrimage, Mansa Musa showed his devotion to Islam. He also forged new diplomatic and economic ties with other Muslim states. 

The movement of wealth, people, and ideas increased Mali’s renown. By the 1400s, the ________________
______________________________ had become a leading center of learning. The city drew some of the best scholars from all over the Muslim world. 

African Religious Beliefs

Across Africa, religious beliefs were varied and complex. Like Hindus or ancient Greeks and Romans, village Africans ______________________________________________________________. They identified the forces of nature with divine spirits and tried to influence those forces through rituals and ceremonies. 

Many African peoples believed that a single, unknowable supreme being stood above all the other gods and goddesses. This supreme being was the ___________________________________________________________ and was helped by the lesser spirits, who were closer to the people. 

Like the Chinese, many African peoples believed that ______________________________________________________ could help, warn, or punish their descendants on Earth. Just as Christians in medieval Europe called on saints, people in Africa tuned to the spirits of their departed ancestors. 

Contact With the Europeans

In the 1400s, _______________________________ explored the coast of West Africa, looking for a sea route to India. They built small forts along the West African coast to trade for ____________________________________. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other Europeans soon followed the Portuguese into Africa. ________________________________________________ established forts along the western coast of Africa. Like the Portuguese, they exchanged muskets, tools, and cloth for gold, ivory, hides, and slaves to work on their colonies. 










