ORACLE BONES

In recent years, archeologists investigating tombs and sites of ancient cities in China have been increasing their knowledge of the earliest Chinese societies, such as the Shang dynasty (1650-1127 BCE).  Imagine yourself to be part of a team digging up a tomb in north China.  You have studied the characters from Shang dynasty writings, some of which are shown below.  During your digging you find some new oracle bones.  The characters shown on the back, on these new bones, are not known to you.  Using the characters you already know, can you discover the meaning of the new characters?  Remember, each of the “new” symbols represent an idea; do not translate each symbol as word for word.
日
sun







  hand

門
door




厂
roof
λ
person



口
mouth 
田
field
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plant


一
one




十
ten

┴
up




車
cart/chariot



  tree







river

目
eye




音
word/speech
Each of these “new” symbols represents an idea; do not translate each symbol as word for word.  There can be several answers for each symbol combination.
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10.  

 

 


2.  門





11. λ



3.  λ田





12.  










目
4.           
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5.  λλ





14.  λ λ λ 








λ λ
6.  田






     田





15.  













7.  λ|λ





16.     車
8.  





 
17.   

     









田
9.    ┬













18.  日日日
λ








